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Happy
Father's

Day

to all of the dads
and father
figures who offer

care and support
for their
families.
Thank you!

Remembering
‘The Paul Revere
of the South’

Kentucky's

Jack Jouett House
celebrates
Founders Day

By Melvin Rowe
Kentucky

Several groups of enthusiasts
gathered on the well-tended
grounds of the Jack Jouett House on
May 31 to celebrate Founders Day.
As reenactors, they stood out on
that quiet residential street just
outside of Versailles, Kentucky,
because of their dress.

Martin Reed shares educational tools and materials with
guests.



Wedge tents and dining flies were
erected, and in no time several
stations presenting skills,
implements and handicrafts of the
late 18th century covered the
grounds. House supporters, history
buffs and entire families began to
wander from exhibit to exhibit.

So, who was Jack Jouett and what’s
so special about his house? He is
called the “Paul Revere of the
South.” While he was still living in
Virginia, he heard the clanking and
shuffling of the British army on the
move. He saddled his horse and
rode 40 miles through the woods at
night, without the benefit of
lighting and avoiding roads to warn
Thomas Jefferson that the British
were coming to capture him.
Because of that ride, Jefferson was
able to escape capture.

Jouett later moved to Kentucky in
the heart of the Bluegrass region,
where he became a prosperous
planter, horse and cattle breeder
and a pioneer statesman. He helped
found the Jockey Club (the
organization that oversees
thoroughbred racing), and once
won $300 from Kentucky’s Great
Orator, Henry Clay.

Today, his home and outbuildings
are a historical site that welcomes
visitors and offers special events,
such as the Founder’s Day
Celebration. Guests could visit
seven stations that included a small
encampment of Revolutionary War
soldiers displaying their firearms,
equipment and even cooking.
Another station featured items
used to teach school in those days.
There was a lady spinning bison
wool into yarn, a leather crafter and
a seamstress displaying their work,
and even a blacksmith working at
his forge. In one building they had
period games for children where
they could play The Three Graces
and write with a quill.

Keenan Bishop and friend repair the dry-stone wall.

Photos by Melvin Rowe

Members of the Governor Issac Shelby Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution gave a flintlock rifle
demonstration and fired three volleys. The same group
passed out wooden rifles to a group of children and led
them though colonial-era close order drills and then led
them on a march to real fife music.

On the property, there is a small family cemetery
surrounded by a dry-stone wall. These walls are unique
to Kentucky and Tennessee and often line roads and
fields. No one is exactly sure who built them, but they
are expertly build, likely by Irish and Scottish settlers
who knew the techniques of placing stones without
cement to create walls that have lasted over 200 years.
During the event, Keenan Bishop was repairing a section
of the wall that had been damaged by a falling tree,
surrounded by limestone rocks of all shapes and sizes
and carefully placing them on the wall.

The visitors had questions for the presenters, and
everyone seemed to enjoy the afternoon. The
presenters were each met with an unexpected surprise.
Used to ordinarily participating on a volunteer basis,
each presenter was presented with a stipend by the Jack
Jouett House Foundation.

For more information on the house and activities there,
visit www.JouettHouse.org.

Editor's note: THANK YOU to Melvin Rowe for this report



from the Jack Jouett House. If you would like to provide
similar information on an event or a historical site,
please email Vicki.

Iron Cross Forge
Ramey Israel, Blacksmith

Top Quality Iron Wares for Camp and Home
Greenville, Ohio

937-459-0328 p
www.ironcrossforge.com J (JL?’IC[S Gle’}"

Avtificers of the finest goods

from leather and horm
Seneca Muzzleloaders

Spring Rendezvous Purveyors of quality wares
_ June 6-8 Jeff Gier, Homer 937-441-2426
Beside the Sandusky River, Tiffin, Ohio
Set up after 10 a.m. Thursday Shelly Gier, Leather 937-441-5454
R i .
ob Gerding JandSGier@Gmail.com

419-341-8657, robbob@hush.com
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Sept. 27-28, 2025

Voyageur Rendezvous

website.

Heritage Weekend.

(cooking, tomahawk throw, etc.).

Troupe, and much more.

In honor of its 150" birthday and to celebrate the area’s
French Heritage, the Village of Bourbonnais, Kankakee
County, Illinois, is hosting a Voyageur Rendezvous, French

Traders, demonstrators, voyageurs are welcome. No
shooting range, but pioneer activities encouraged

Featured activities include presentations by Marquette
and Jolliet, Fife & Drum Corps, La Compagnie Dance

Contact Frank Koehler
815.592.5979

Fjkoehler1952@gmail.com

Thank you to our
sponsors!

Andy & Kathy Huey

Ozzie & Bernice LaFleur

Jan Lowe

"Dulcimer Dave" & Mary McNew

Thomas & Linda
Norton-Smith

Steve & Diana Stebbins

Kim "Hawk" & Joyce Trytten
Jason Adams

Mary & Darrell Brandenburg
Barb Dailey

Bob & Amy Daley

From around the
internet

Marching Out Into the Future: Valley
Forge National Historical Park ... link

Earthworms Arrived to North America as
Stowaways ... link

Fall River weekend opens with a bang:
Crowds thrill at historical battle
reenactment ... link

St. Clair's Defeat and the Battle of Fort
Recovery: Visit Ohio's Fort Recovery
Museum & Monument to discover how
two battles shaped U.S. history ... link

20 Historic Forts Hosting Living History ...
link

7 Things You Need to Make Your Leather
Shoes Last Longer ... link

Celebrating the Old and the New at Ohio
Valley Frontier Days ... link

'Yellowstone’ star Kevin Costner takes on
mythologies of the West in new history
series ... link



Glenn Davis

The number of sponsors is growing,
but there's lots of room for your name
here!

If you would like to be a sponsor for
$10 or more (for the rest of 2025),
please click here for more
information.

Naper Settlement's Welcome Film,
'Looking Back is Looking Forward,'
Receives Awards from the Telly Awards
and AVA Digital Awards ... link

Great Lakes Moment: Creating a U.S.
Great Lakes Waterfront Trail ... link

History of cannabis as medicine and fiber
on display in Ohio’s Cannabis Museum ...

link

The 5 Longest Rivers in the US ... link

Click here to subscribe to the newsletter (at the bottom of the page)

Celtic Heritage
Festival in
Piqua, Ohio,
Memorial Day
weekend

Above, competitors in
the Highland Games take
part in the tug of war.

At top right, Justin Spray




relaxes on his bear rug.

At bottom right, The Blue
Rock Boys performs on
stage. The band was one
of many who played
Saturday and Sunday.

Photos by Vicki Johnson
For more photos

of this event,
click here

Upcoming one-day events — forts, museums, etc.

Editor's note: These are events and classes that
might be of interest to reenactors, but are not
reenactments.

| would like to include events from more
museums, forts, living history villages, or any
other history-related event pertaining to the
1700-1840 time periods. Feel free to email
information or a website link.

Before you attend these events, please double-
check times and dates by visiting the related
website.

June 7 - Fort Bedford River Rendezvous, Fort
Bedford Museum, 110 Fort Bedford Dr., Bedford,
PA. Contact Landon Definbaugh,
LandonDefinbaugh@ yahoo.com, 814-623-8891
or Facebook page. Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

June 14 - Appalachian Blacksmith Association

June 21 - Gathering of Descendants,
Fort Boonesborough, Richmond,
Kentucky. Contact 859-527-3131, link.

June 25, July 9, 23 and Aug. 6 -
Colonial Kids Day, 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Pricketts Fort, Fairmont, WV, link.

July 11-13 - Landis Valley Summer
Institute: Flax: from Field to Fabric,
Landis Valley Farm, 2451 Kissel Hill
Road, Lancaster, PA. Contact 717-569-
0401, landisvalley@ gmail.com. Three-
day hands-on course to learn how to
process flax into fabric by hand starting
in the field. $S300. Link

July 12 - Native American Reenactors,
Fort Bedford Museum, 110 Fort
Bedford Dr., Bedford, PA. Contact 814-
623-8891 or Facebook page. Open 9
a.m.-5 p.m.



Hammer-In, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Pricketts Fort,
Fairmont, WV, link.

June 14 - America250 is celebrating 250 years of
the U.S. Army’s service, honoring the
generations of American soldiers who have
defended freedom and carried the torch of
liberty around the world, Washington, D.C.,
includes immersive exhibits from the
Revolutionary War through modern missions, as
well as patriotic military flyovers, showcases of
historic and modern military vehicles, living
history reenactments, tributes to courage,
sacrifice, and service. RSVP

June 20-22 - Landis Valley Summer Institute:
Flax: from Field to Fabric, Landis Valley Farm,
2451 Kissel Hill Road, Lancaster, PA. Contact 717-
569-0401, landisvalley@ gmail.com. Three-day
hands-on course to learn how to process flax into
fabric by hand starting in the field. $300. Link.

June 21 - Féte de St Jean le Baptise, Fort
Ouiatenon Park, link, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free living
history event will showcase the material culture,
lifeways and skills of the French Occupation of
Fort Quiatenon circa 1740-1760. Additionally
vignettes and activities of period Midsummer
Festivals will showcase what colonial French
people may have done to celebrate religious
holidays in the time.

July 20 - Woodville's Whiskey
Rebellion Day, Woodville National
Historic Landmark, Bridgeville, PA,
noon-4 p.m., link.

July 26 - Fort Meigs After Dark
Lantern Tour, Perrysburg, Ohio,
admission fee, link

Aug. 16 - Midsummer Night's Ball, The
Bell Mansion LLC, 420 W. Wayne St.,
Fort Wayne, IN. Guests in Regency-era
attire can enjoy the ball at a 132-year-
old Victorian event center in
downtown Fort Wayne with dancing
and hors d’oeuvres. Link ... And
optional VIP Experience includes a
private dinner, learning ballroom
dance choreography followed by a
presentation at the ball for general
admission attendees. Link or Facebook

page.

Aug. 24 - Military Miniatures and a
Salute to the Service, Woodville
National Historic Landmark, Bridgeville,
PA, noon-4 p.m., link

For more information on events, visit
the listed links.

What is your favorite part of the newsletter?

Stories about people and places
Photos from events

Information about upcoming events

Something else? Please email Vicki@ReenactorChronicles.com with details

Reenactments — Rendezvous — Shows

‘ For the entire list of

June 6-8, 2025 - Seneca Muzzleloaders Spring



Rendezvous, Sandusky River Coon Hunters
grounds, 7575 TR 131, Tiffin, Ohio 44883.
Contact Rob Gerding, 419-341-

8657, robbob@ hush.com,

Facebook page. Black powder shoots, archery,
hawk and knife. Saturday evening potluck. Camp
fee $25. Setup after 10 a.m. Thursday and all day
Friday.

June 7-8, 2025 - Ohio Valley Frontier

Days, Historic Fort Steuben, 120 S. Third St.,
Steubenville, Ohio 43952. Contact 740-283-
1787, info@ oldfortsteuben.com,

Facebook page. In the reconstructed 18th-
century fort built on its original site overlooking
the Ohio River, reenactors, demonstrators,
musicians, storytellers, artists and crafters
portray life in 1787.

June 7-8, 2025 - Siege of Ft. Wayne — 1812, Old
Fort Wayne, 1201 Spy Run Ave., Fort

Wayne, Indiana. Contact 260-437-

2836, Facebook page. Juried; reenactor, sutler,
demonstrator applications at
oldfortwayne.org/get-involved/reenactor-
registration. Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.

June 7-8, 2025 - Fort de Chartres

Rendezvous, Prairie du Rocher, lllinois 62277.
Hosted by Les Coureurs des Bois de Fort de
Chartres and sponsored by Les Amis du Fort de
Chartres. Contact Fort de Chartes, 618-284-
7230, ftdchart@ htc.net, www.fortdechartres.us,
Facebook page. Flintlock shooting competitions,
military and militia, dancing, music, food, kids'
games of the 18th century. Public hours 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

June 7-8, 2025 - 250th Anniversary of the
Founding of Fort Boonesbhorough, to take place
near the original fort site on the Kentucky River.
Reenactor guidelines and registration

at www.fortboonesborough
livinghistory.org/250.html. Contact Fort
Boonesborough Foundation, 4375
Boonesborough Road,

Richmond, Kentucky 40475, 859-527-3131 Ext. 6.

June 13-15, 2025 - Spring Rendezvous, Dogg Clan
Muzzleloaders, 323 N. State Line Road,
Darlington, Pennsylvania. Contact Papa John,
330-853-4522, or Dan, 727-312-6713, Facebook
page. Take your own drinking water. Shoots.

events, click here

June 14-15, 2025 - Feast of the
Strawberry Moon, Harbor Island,
Grand Haven, Michigan 49417.

Contact Facebook page.

June 14-22, 2025 - NMLRA Spring
National Shoot, National
Muzzleloading Rifle Association, Walter
Cline Range, Friendship, Indiana.
Contact 812-667-5131 or 800-745-
1493, www.nmlra.org/2025-
nationalmatches.

June 20-22, 2025 - Fort Loudoun
Market Fair, Fort Loudoun Historic
Site, 1720 N. Brooklyn Road, Fort
Loudon,

Pennsylvania 17224, Facebook page.
Contact president@fortloudounpa.co
m for registration information.

Also history@fortloudounpa.com,
717-372-5945.

June 20-22, 2025 - Ohio Valley
Mountain Traditional Bow Shoot, 157
Richmond Lane, Glen Easton, West
Virginia. Contact Allen Gellner, 304-
650-4657. Daily archery course. Camp
fee $20. Walk-ins $10. Ages 13 and
younger free. Dealers welcome. No
pets. Provide your own water.

June 20-27, 2025 - NRLHF Old
Northwest Territory Primitive
Rendezvous, Hidden Hollow Camp,
8672 Richman Road, Lodi, Ohio 44254.
Early setup Wednesday and Thursday.
Contact Facebook

page or www.nrlhf.org. Pre-
registration fees are $60 per adult for
NMLRA members; S70 for non-
members. Children ages 17 and
younger are free. No pets.

June 27-29, 2025 - Pyrate Fest, Put-in-
Bay downtown harbor and DeRivera
Park, Put-in-Bay, Ohio. Contact Put-in-
Bay Chamber of Commerce, 419-285-
2832, Facebook page. Encampment in
the park, marketplace and displays,
black powder firing demonstrations,
activities, performances. Cardboard



Public day Saturday.

June 13-15, 2025 - Old Mill Village

Rendezvous, Old Mill Village Museum grounds,
5774 SR 848, New Milford, Pennsylvania 18834.
Contact Tim Button, 570-434-3353,
button2071@gmail.com, Facebook page.
Registration requested. Target shooting,
woodswalk, hawk & knife. Camp fee S5 per
person ages 12 and older; $2 for ages 5-11. Pre-
1840 attire required. Sutlers and merchants
welcome. Primitive and modern camps. Food and
ice available. Modern restrooms. Public welcome
noon-5 p.m. Saturday.

June 13-15, 2025 - Fort Harrod Settlement &
Raid, 100 S. College St.,

Harrodsburg, Kentucky 40330. Contact Old Fort
Harrod State Park, 859-734-3314,
davidl.coleman@ky.gov, Facebook page. Juried
1770-1785 event.

June 14-15, 2025 - Crossbow to Cartridge, Fort
Meigs, 29100 W. River Road, Perrysburg, Ohio.
Contact 419-874-4121,
www.fortmeigs.org/events, Facebook page.
Juried event: Weapon advancements from
crossbows to gunpowder during the 15th to 17th
centuries. Registration required.

boat races.

June 28-29, 2025 - Encampment at the
Confluence, Pontiac Park

Defiance, Ohio. Contact Taylor Moyer,
419-906-1660 or message on Facebook
page. Living history event dedicated to
life in the Maumee River Valley circa
1770 through the War of 1812. Living
historians, reenactors and
demonstrators can take part. Situated
on the bank of the Maumee River at
the site of American Indian villages and
overlooking the historic grounds of
Fort Defiance and Fort Winchester. In
collaboration with Riverfest and Art in
the Park.

July 10-13, 2025 - IMM of PA Primitive
Rendezvous, Emlenton, Pennsylvania.
Sponsored by Independent Mountain
Men of PA. Contact Gene Nagel, 724-
586-7220, www.IMMOFPA.com. Gate
hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Camp fee $10 per
person; free for ages 17 and younger.
No addition fee for period traders.
Public hours 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. GPS address: 420 Squaw
Valley Road, Parker, Pennsylvania.

For an event listing that goes through
July, please visit this blog post.

Notes from the editor

Reminder ... The entire newsletter might not be visible in your email. If not, please click on
"view entire message" or something similar in your browser to see what's missing from your

view.

Another reminder ... Anyone who wishes to read a print version of the newsletter may go the
"Newsletters to Print" page on the website (https://www.reenactorchronicles.com/latest-

newsletter) and print to your printer. This is a good option for people who "don't do

computers," but still want updates.

Also, if you have ideas related to reenactors doing interesting work, or if run an event that has
changes this year or a big anniversary, or if you have history-related topics you would like to
read about, please email me at Vicki@ ReenactorChronicles.com.

This free newsletter is supported by advertisements, sponsorships and donations. Click to find

out more.

Important: Please help our readership grow by forwarding this email to other reenactors,



historians or living history enthusiasts who might be interested in reading it. Thanks!!

And have a wonderful day!!
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