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U.S. begins the journey
toward its 250th

By Vicki Johnson
Editor
 
Last weekend was the start of a 15-month-
long celebration leading up to the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the U.S.
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026.
Last weekend commemorated the horseback
ride of Paul Revere and others on the night of
April 18-19, 1775, as they warned colonists of
the approach of British forces.
The overnight ride was made famous by
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem, "Paul
Revere’s Ride." Part of the lengthy poem
said:
 
"Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch
Of the North Church tower as a signal light, —
One, if by land, and two, if by sea;
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village and farm,
For the country folk to be up and to arm.”

People were encouraged to light two lights
Friday night – one representing the enduring
ideals of the nation's founding, and the other
illuminating hopes for the future and
reflection on the values that unite Americans
– freedom, justice and democracy.
In addition, a number of reenactments took
place, portraying the midnight ride and the
battles of Lexington and Concord.
 
According to the America 250 website:
"On July 4, 2026, our nation will
commemorate and celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence. The journey toward this
historic milestone is an opportunity to pause
and reflect on our nation’s past, honor the
contributions of all Americans, and look
ahead toward the future we want to create
for the next generation and beyond."
 
To read an account of the battles, visit
https://revolutionarywar.us/year-
1775/battle-of-lexington-and-concord.
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At top, Dave Westrick (right), explains his diorama to a museum visitor during a special
event April 19 at the Wolcott House, Maumee, Ohio. Above is a more detailed view of
the diorama. The Two Lights for Tomorrow Initiative event featured the miniature Battle
of Lexington Green built by Westrick, a Maumee Valley Historical Society board member,
historical reenactor and local history presenter.

Photos from an America 250 event at Wolcott House
Museum, Maumee, Ohio



Curator Kathy Dowdy, dressed in period clothing, conducts a tour at the Wolcott House.
Visitors could learn about artifacts from the Maumee Valley Historical Society’s
collection, dating back to the Revolutionary War. Historic buildings at The Wolcott
Heritage Center reflect the history of the Maumee Valley. The center opens for the
season May 10 (through December) with guided tours at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on the
second and fourth Saturdays and self-guided tours on the first and third Saturdays.
 
Find more information at www.wolcotthouse.org, or contact
director@wolcotthouse.org, 419-893-9602.
 
Photos by Vicki Johnson
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Vicki or see ad information on
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J and S Gier, Artificers
Finest Goods

from Leather and Horn
www.jandsgier.com

937-441-2426
​937-441-5454

JandSGier@gmail.com

Iron Cross Forge
Ramey Israel, Blacksmith

Reenactments – Rendezvous

April 23-27, 2025 - Amarugia Spring Rendezvous,
London Mills, Illinois 61544. Contact Larry Schatz,
309-370-1174, larryws@frontiernet.net, Facebook
page. Pre-1830 event on private property. Period
dress Friday-Sunday. Bow shoot, hawk & knife.
 
April 25-26, 2025 - Grassy Run Heritage
Rendezvous, Grassy Run Historical Arts
Committee, Cook Log Cabin Heritage Center,
Goshen, Ohio 45122. 1760-1840 event. Contact
booshway 513-520-2882, grassyrun@gmail.com,
Facebook page. Friday school day. Saturday public
day.
 
April 25-27, 2025 - Spring Thaw Rendezvous,  Ball
& Arrow Primitive Weapons Club, New
Philadelphia, Ohio. Contact Duane Winkler, 330-
343-4880 or winky4@roadrunner.com, Facebook
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Top Quality Iron Wares
for Camp and Home

937-459-0328
www.ironcrossforge.com

Greenville, Ohio 

Seneca Muzzleloaders
Spring Rendezvous

​June 6-8
Beside the Sandusky River,

Tiffin, Ohio
Rob Gerding

419-341-8657,
robbob@hush.com

Upcoming events

Editor's note: These are events
and classes that might be of
interest to reenactors, but are
not reenactments.

ATTENTION PLEASE! I would
like to include events from
more museums, forts, living
history villages, or any other
history-related event
pertaining to the 1700-1840
time periods. Feel free to
email information or a website
link.

Before you attend these
events, please double-check
times and dates by visiting the
related website.

April 23 and other dates -
History of Old Chillicothe:
Three tumultuous years that
shaped Shawnee history on the
banks of the Little Miami River
such as the death of Cornstalk,
capture of Daniel Boone, and
Clark's 1780 campaign, Great
Council State Park, Xenia,
Ohio.
 
April 24 and other dates -
Pelts to Patterns: Clothing of
Shawnee People in the 18th
Century, Great Council State

page. Camp fee $25. Public day is 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday. Provide your own drinking water.

April 25-27, 2025 - NMLRA Women's
Muzzleloading Weekend, Friendship, Indiana.
Contact Mike Eder, 317-683-5102, Facebook page.
Weekend dedicated to learning the sport of
muzzleloader shooting and spending time with
like-minded women.

April 25-27, 2025 - Stump Bluff Militia Spring
Rendezvous, Edmondton, Kentucky 42129.
Contact Ronnie Gentry, 270-670-6104, Facebook
page. 1790-1840 event. Early setup April 23-24.
Camp fee $15 per person; free for ages 17 and
younger. Shoot fee $15, plus $25 blanket prize.
Saturday evening potluck; meat provided. Open to
public until 7 p.m. Pets must be on leash.
 
April 25-27, 2025 - Phil Cravener Memorial Spring
Campout, Old Westmoreland Rifles, Derry,
Pennsylvania 15671. Contact Darryl Myers, 724-
522-1729; John Kaminsky, 724-887-7265; or Duane
King, 724-850-7305, www.oldwestmoreland
rifles.com /schedules.html. Shoots and other
competitions. Modern and primitive camping.
Take your own water. No trader fee. 
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Ashville Ohio Reenactment
Timeline/Grove of Heroes, Ashville, Ohio 43103.
Contact Roger Bechtel, 614-214-0827,
vikingfestival@gmail.com, Facebook page. In
conjunction with Ashville Viking Festival and
includes all eras. Encampment is adjacent to the
Saxon Market shopping, food and entertainment.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Buck Creek Muzzleloaders
Spring Rendezvous, Linton, Indiana. Contact
Facebook page.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Bridgeton Rendezvous,
Downtown Bridgeton, Indiana 47836. Sponsored
by Bridgeton Covered Bridge Association. Contact
bton1878hse@aol.com, 765-548-2093,
bridgetonindiana.com, Facebook page. Early setup
Wednesday or Thursday. Reenactment 1750-1840.
Shoots and other competitions. No camp fee.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Spring Rendezvous,  Patoka
Valley Long Rifles, Winslow, Indiana 47598.
Contact pvlr.info@gmail.com, Facebook page.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Redbud Trail Rendezvous,
Fulton County Historical Society, 37 E. 375 N,
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Park, Xenia, Ohio.
 
April 24 and other dates -
Besides the Revolution:
Campaigns of the late 18th
century that targeted Native
nations across the Ohio Valley
and beyond, Great Council
State Park, Xenia, Ohio.
 
April 25 and other dates - The
Hidden Thread: Hands-on
demonstration of traditional
textile practices that transform
natural fibers into beautiful
and functional items, Great
Council State Park, Xenia,
Ohio.
 
April 25 and other dates - Flint
to Flame: Evolution of fire-
starting techniques, Great
Council State Park, link, Xenia,
Ohio.
 
April 26 and other dates -
Thoughts On a New Year:
Renewal and transition
conversation about Shawnee
life in the 18th century, Great
Council State Park, Xenia,
Ohio.
 
April 26 and other dates -
Tapping into History: Maple
sugaring process, from tapping
trees and gathering sap to
boiling it down into syrup and
sugar, Great Council State
Park, Xenia, Ohio.

April 26 - School of the
Soldier, Fort Meigs,
Perrysburg, Ohio, admission
fee, link. 

April 26 - Fort Meigs After
Dark Lantern Tour, Perrysburg,
Ohio, admission fee, link. 

April 26 - America 250 Hike at
Desonier, Desonier State
Nature Preserve, Coolville,
Ohio, link, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Rochester, Indiana 46975. Contact 574-223-4436,
www.fultoncountyhistory.org/ redbud-trail-
rendezvous, Facebook page. Public hours 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission $3 for ages 12 and older. Proceeds go
to operate the museum. No pets.
 
(New location) April 29-May 4, 2025 - Lancaster
County Longrifles Rendezvous And Black Powder
Shoot, Northern Lancaster County Game & Fish
Protective Association, 180 Forest Road, Denver,
PA 17517. Contact Hudson Hughes II, 717-343-
0548, pabackwoodsman@yahoo.com, or Mallory
Bell, 717-566-9983, mallorybell16@gmail.com,
www.lancastercountylongrifles.com, Facebook
page.
 
May 1-4, 2025 - Early Ohio on the Portage,  Wood
County Museum, 13660 County Home Road,
Bowling Green, Ohio. Timeline event, 1750-1865.
Contact Annette Wells,
museum@woodcountyhistory.org,
https://woodcountyhistory.org, Facebook page.
Early setup Thursday. School day Friday. Public
hours 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday.
 
May 1-4. 2025 - Spring Rendezvous,  Greene
County Fish & Game, 1538 Union Road, Xenia,
Ohio 45385. Contact Brian Lavery, 937-241-8327.
Facebook page. Camp fee $20 per family; $15 per
single; $10 for walk-in shooter. No extra fee for
traders. Competitions include shoots, archery,
hawk & knife, pastry toss.
 
May 2-4, 2025 - Five Medals,  Nappanee, Indiana.
Contact Mike Judson, Five Medals Living History,
Inc., fivemedals1812@gmail.com for an
application, Facebook page. Juried event, 1750-
1815. Event focused on demonstration and
education. Friday school day. Public hours 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
 
May 2-4, 2025 - Benack Crossing: A Living History
Adventure, Potawatomi Wildlife Park, 16998 SR
331, Tippecanoe, Indiana 46570. Contact
Potawatomi Wildlife Park Facebook page. An 18th-
century event with tacticals, vendors, interactive
demonstrations, immersive battle. Public hours 9
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday.
 
May 3-4, 2025 - Across the Centuries timeline,
Fort Loudoun Historic Site, 1720 N. Brooklyn Road,
Fort Loudon, Pennsylvania 17224, Facebook page.
Contact president@fortloudounpa.com for
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Three-mile exploration of the
park to learn about the life of
the surveyors who explored
the land in the late 1700s to
early 1800s. Moderate-difficult
hike.
 
April 26 - 7th MI Spring Ball
(formerly 7th MI Harvest Ball),
Wagner Ballroom, Marshall,
MI, an original ballroom in use
from 1870-1910. Facebook
page. Tickets: $40.
 
April 27 - 250th Lecture Series
with John B. Weaver,
“Continental Rifles in the
American Revolution,” 2 p.m.,
Pricketts Fort, Fairmont, WV,
link.

April 30 - Opening Day, Sauder
Village, Archbold, Ohio, 10
a.m.-3:30 p.m., link.

May 3 - Lady Brandeberry's
Ball, a free Regency Era-
themed ball (circa. 1800-1820),
6-8 p.m., Wood County
Museum, Bowling Green, Ohio,
in conjunction with the living
history timeline (1700-1865),
Early Ohio on the Portage May
3-4, link.

May 10 - Annual Mother's Day
Tea - Reservations Required,
Woodville National Historic
Landmark, Bridgeville, PA,
noon-4 p.m., link.
 
May 11 - 250th Lecture Series
with Professor J. Tomlin, “The
American Revolution on the
Frontier,” 2 p.m., Pricketts
Fort, Fairmont, WV, link.
 
May 18 - Wayne's Legion Drill
Day, Woodville National
Historic Landmark, Bridgeville,
PA, noon-4 p.m., link.

For more information on
events, visit the listed links.

registration information. Also
history@fortloudounpa.com, 717-372-5945.
Covers 2,000 years of world history, from Ancient
Greeks and Romans to World War II and Vietnam.
Open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday.
 
May 9-10, 2025 - Willard Revolutionary War
Reenactment and Encampment, Willard Middle
School, 1 Flashes Ave., Willard, Ohio 44890.
Contact Kyle von Camp or Facebook page. Every
May, eighth-grade students at Willard Middle
School recreate the time of the Revolutionary War,
learn about life in the 1700s and reenact battle
scenes. Reenactors, sutlers and volunteers are
welcome to join the fun and see Revolutionary
education at its best.
 
(New location) May 10-11, 2025 - Appalachian
Festival, New Richmond, Ohio. Contact 513-251-
3378, www.appalachianfestival.org, Facebook
page. 1700-1840 event. Natives, food vendors,
demonstrations, merchants, entertainers, blanket
traders. Public hours 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday.
 
May 10-11, 2025 - Muster on the St. Mary’s
timeline, Old Fort Wayne, 1201 Spy Run Ave., Fort
Wayne, Indiana. Contact 260-437-2836, Facebook
page. Reenactor, sutler, demonstrator applications
at oldfortwayne.org/get-involved/reenactor-
registration. Vikings through mid-1950s. Public
hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday.

For an event listing that goes through May, please
visit this blog post.

Click here for the entire event list. If
you know about events that aren't

on this list, please email
information. Thanks!
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Thank you to our
sponsors!

Mary & Darrell
Brandenburg

Glenn Davis

Andy & Kathy Huey

Ozzie & Bernice LaFleur

Kim "Hawk" & Joyce
Trytten

The number of sponsors is
growing, but there's lots of
room for your name here!

Or remember a loved one by
helping this newsletter grow.

If you would like to be a
sponsor for $10 or more (for
the rest of 2025), please
click here for more
information.

Also, please help our
readership grow by
forwarding this email to
your friends who might be
interested in reading it.
Thanks!!

From around the internet

Reimagining 1775: Making the American
Revolution Real for Today’s Students - Link - Tufts
Now
 
Anyone Up for a Cup of Tea? The Providence Tea
Party - Link - National Park Service
 
When the U.S. invaded Canada - Link - The Week
 
Marching Toward History: Reenactors Tom Coots
and Joseph Brown prepare for Woburn's 250th
Anniversary of Battle Road - Link - Daily Times
Chronicle
 
Great Lakes fish consumption app improves
Anishinaabe way of life - Link - The Mining Journal
 
Archaeologists Uncover 10,000-Year-Old
Prehistoric Civilization Beneath Lake Huron - Link -
Indian Defence Review
 
The "Pompeii Of The Great Lakes" Holds Secrets To
Civilization 10,000 Years Ago - Link - MSN
 
Historic Tri-State church to close after 220 years of
continual service - Link - WKRC Local 12
 
When Tecumseh arrived - Link - The Meridian Star
 
Learn the Past or Lose the Future - Link -
Intellectual Takeout
 
Jeff Minick: Passing the torch of American history
to our children - Link - 1819 News
 
Ohio River Museum breaks ground on new $14.3
million facility in Marietta - Link - Canton
Repository

Click here to subscribe to the newsletter (at bottom of page)
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