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Photos by Vicki Johnson

See more photos in the photo gallery on the
website.

Museum of the American Revolution to showcase
American Declaration’s international influence

Special exhibition opening Oct. 18 will include rare printings and
documents related to 100-plus nations that have integrated its ideals

PHILADELPHIA – The Museum of the American Revolution is planning details of "The
Declaration’s Journey" – a special exhibition running from Oct. 18 through Jan. 3, 2027,
commemorating the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence –
related to its display of rare early printings of the Declaration and a variety of international
declarations of independence issued since 1776.

Those international declarations will include manuscript versions, broadsides and newspaper
printings, copies, drafts, and document fragments from the 19th and 20th centuries. They
contain language inspired by the Declaration of Independence of the United States and
rhetoric that expanded promises of rights and equality to nations and people across the globe.
These declarations have shaped our shared understanding of the world today, according to a
museum news release.
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Since its drafting and signing 249 years ago, the American Declaration of Independence
became a model for people who wanted to change the world — to create new governments or
see the spread of equality and individual freedom. It also sparked debates about who could
claim its principles and guarantees, both in the United States and among populations abroad.

In 1776, the Declaration needed to appeal to diverse populations in America, as well as
European nations whose support the United States desperately needed to win the war against
Great Britain and secure independence. Among these initial audiences for the Declaration,
differing opinions emerged over the viability of the new country and the meaning of certain
passages, beginning debates that in many ways are still ongoing.

Hours after the Continental Congress approved the Declaration, the first printed copies began
to travel from Philadelphia to the different states, the Continental Army, and the rest of the
world. The Declaration’s Journey will include several initial printings of the American
Declaration.

For more details on this exhibition, click here.
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advertisers!

Young Melvin Rowe getting
an early shooting lesson.

Marksmanship:
​Nature or Nurture?

By Melvin D. Rowe
 
My fifth-great-grandfather
was in Daniel Morgan’s rifle
corps during the American
Revolution. They carried the
new flintlock long rifles as
opposed to the smoothbore
muskets carried by the line
soldiers. They are
considered America’s first
snipers. They stood to the
side and targeted the gentry
officers, which the British
found barbaric.

When I was young, I

https://www.amrevmuseum.org/press-releases/museum-of-the-american-revolution-to-display-dozens-of-documents-showcasing-american-declaration-s-international-influence-in-the-declaration-s-journey
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watched as my father and
his brother sat in a farmyard
in old ladder-back chairs,
with a .22-caliber single-shot
rifle and a box of .22 shorts.
They were sitting under a
big willow tree, picking out
the thin willow twigs for the
other to shoot, passing the
rifle back and forth. The
ground was covered with
willow twigs.

I’m not a bad shot myself.
I’ve won a few muzzleloader
shoots (as well as badly lost
a few). I did start shooting
at a young age, although it
was all in fun, shooting tin
cans when we visited family
in the country.

With that little bit of
anecdotal information, I
have often wondered if
being a good shot was in
part because of something
hereditary. A steady hand?
A good eye? A sense of
distance or maybe even
calmness under pressure. I
have absolutely no evidence
for this notion, but only a
question. Or was it
because I was taught to
shoot?

Anyone who attended the
Old Northwest Territory
Primitive Rendezvous this
summer in Lodi, Ohio,
observed how one family
dominated the rifle range.
Three generations and two
genders took the majority of
awards that week. Nature or
nurture? The father was
hands on, step by step
teaching his 10-year-old
daughter while she shot for
the first time, and was very
thorough and patient and
supportive.

So I put this out there. Does
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News & Notes

Success! My computer issues were solved with the
purchase of a new laptop. We should be back on track.

CORRECTION: In the story about the new trade show
scheduled for April 2026 in the July 16 issue, there was
an error in the directions to the event. Richmond,
Indiana, is west of Dayton near the Ohio-Indiana border.

If you have events to share  from anywhere in the United
States or the Great Lakes region of Canada, please email
them to Vicki@ReenactorChronicles.com.

Remember, anyone who wishes to read a print version
of the newsletter may go the "Newsletters to Print" page
on the website (www.reenactorchronicles.com/latest-
newsletter) and print to your printer. This is a good
option for people who "don't do computers," but still
want updates. Maybe you could help out someone by
printing it for them.

This publication is designed to be a community
newsletter with contributions from its readers.
• If you have ideas for feature stories about reenactors,
historical sites or other history-related topics, please let
me know.
• If you are a blogger interested in being considered for
guest posting on the Reenactor Chronicles blog, please
let me know. I'll include a bio that directs readers to your
website.
• This free publication is supported by advertisements,
sponsorships and donations. I very much appreciate the
people who have advertised their events and businesses
and those who have supported the publication with
sponsorships. Click here to find out more.
 

anyone know of any studies
about this idea? Or do you
have any personal stories
that might support one
argument or the other.
Maybe a father/son team,
or ancestor who was a
notable marksman. My
purpose in writing this is
that I want to hear from
you. So just imagine we are
at rendezvous, sitting
around the fire, and tell me
your story.

Marksmanship, nature or
nurture?

Send your stories to
Vicki@ReenactorChronicles.
com. Vicki will add your
stories and responses to the
blog post and possibly put
them in future issues.

Read this article and others
on the blog.

Thank you sponsors!

Thomas and Linda
Norton-Smith

Steve & Diana Stebbins

Kim "Hawk" & Joyce Trytten

Elsewhere online ...

Revolutionary Roots in Virginia’s Historic
Triangle ... link
 
New Lake Erie to Ohio River Trail honors
state’s waterways as part of America
250-Ohio celebration (Ohio) ... link
 
Statewide Itinerary & Programming For
Erie Canal Bicentennial Voyage
Announced (New York) ... link
 
We The People: Nebraska community
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Jason Adams

Mary & Darrell Brandenburg

Dale Eugene Campalong

Barb Dailey

Bob & Amy Daley

Glenn Davis

Rich Denny,
The Common Frontier

Five Medals Living History, Inc.,
www.fivemedals.com

Andy & Kathy Huey

Ozzie and Bernice LaFleur

Jan Lowe

"Dulcimer Dave" and Mary
 McNew

If you would like to be a sponsor
for $10 or more (for the rest of
2025), please click here for more
information.

Remember or honor a loved one
by helping this newsletter grow.
For example:
In memory of
Mary Smith

​Please help our readership grow
by forwarding this email to other
reenactors, historians or living
history enthusiasts who might
be interested in reading it.
Thanks!!

If this email was forwarded to
you, click here to subscribe

preserves, re-enacts history at Fort
Atkinson (Nebraska) ... link
 
North Fork history comes alive with
battle reenactment (New York) ... link
 
Living history at the Heritage Festival
(Tiffin, Ohio) ... link
 
Living history can produce period rushes
(Pennsylvania) ... link
 
Wood County Museum celebrates 50
years of catering to curiosity about local
history (Ohio) ... link
 
Explore the history of Native American
groups in Ohio (class, Case Western
Reserve University, Ohio) ... link
 
Visit the Herkimer Home for
Commemoration Ceremony (New York)
... link
 
What's Up With That? How did Mound
Street get its name? (Ohio) ... link
 
Generations of history live on in the
state’s Longhorn herd (Texas) ... link
 
Shepton Mallet Prison marks 400 years
with living history (Great Britain) ... link
 
Test your campfire cooking skills at the
2025 World Champion Squirrel Cook Off
Sept. 13 (Arkansas) ... link
 
Your Town: Fort Steuben enriches
community with concerts and holiday
festivities (Ohio) ... link
 
Revolutionary Hairstylist: CNU Alum
thrives as Colonial Williamsburg’s master
wigmaker (Virginia) ... link
 
Fort presents new REAL TIME
REVOLUTION™ reenactment (New York)
... link
 
Weapons safety paramount at Battle of
Bushy Run reenactment (Pennsylvania) ...
link
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Reenactments – Rendezvous – Shows

Please note: The events listed in this section
in this issue should run through Sept. 14. If
they do not, please click on "View Entire
Message" or similar wording at the bottom
of your email. You should get a new copy of
the newsletter that shows it in its entirety.

Aug. 15-17, 2025 - Fort Fest and Fort
Jennings 1812, Fort Jennings Park, Fort
Jennings, Ohio. Contact Jason Ricker, 419-
604-9516, or Amy Ricker, 419-604-
9127, amy.ricker@gmail.com, Facebook
page. Honors veterans and first responders
from 1812 to present. Military
reenactments, vehicles and displays. Living
history camp, twilight demonstrations,
skirmishes and demos.

Aug. 15-17, 2025 - Galesburg Heritage
Days, Lake Storey Park, Galesburg, Illinois.
Contact Dave and Lisa Bernhart, 309-335-
7743 or 309-342-
6159, thebernharts@yahoo.com or galesbu
rgheritagedays@gmail.com, Facebook
page and www.galesburgheritagedays.org.
Early setup starts at 8 a.m. Aug. 14. Pre-
1840 Early American Colonial/Frontier
Rendezvous and Civil War Battle
Encampment/ Reenactment at two
separate, but close, venues at the park.
Event includes almost 1,000 visual
storytellers, reenactors, merchants and
sutlers. Free public admission. Rendezvous
fee $25 per camp and $50 per trader. Civil
War camp fee is $10 per person ages 16 and
older.
 
Aug. 22-24, 2025, and Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2025
- Great Trail Festival, festival grounds, SR
43, Malvern, Ohio. Contact 330-794-
9100, www.greattrailfestival.com, Faceboo
k page. Reenactors, musicians, blanket
traders and buckskinning families by
invitation and inquiry. Cannon firing,
tomahawk contest, battle reenactments,
French Quarter and participant dinner.
Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays,
Sundays and Memorial Day.

For the entire updated list of
events, click here.

Aug. 29-31, 2025 - The Fair at New
Boston, George Rogers Clark Park, 936 S.
Tecumseh, Springfield, Ohio. Contact Pam
Cottrell, 937-322-4181,
 rcottrel@woh.rr.com, 937-882-
9216, Facebook page. Sponsored by George
Rogers Clark Heritage Association.
Invitation-only, juried event. Time period
1790-1812. Friday school day.
Entertainment, food, taverns, craftsmen,
Woodland Indian village, military
encampment, children’s games and
puppets, music, street entertainers,
shopping. Learn dance steps from 1800.
Battle reenactment each day.

Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2025 - Tonquish
Muzzleloaders Rendezvous, Plymouth,
Michigan. Contact Facebook page. Group
focused on the Fur Trade Era, 1755-1840.
Shoots, hawk & knife, historic games, high
tea, fabric dyeing, historic drinks and
cooking demo, ceildh, potluck.
 
Sept. 5-7, 2025 - Pioneer Days, Historic
Lyme Village, 5001 SR 4, Bellevue, Ohio.
Contact Roger Knight,
vrknight@hotmail.com, 419-483-4949,
Facebook page. Download registration form
at www.lymevillage.org. Set up after noon
Thursday or after 2:30 Friday. Student Day
Friday. Camp fee $5 per person ages 13 and
older if registered by July 1; $10 thereafter.
Sutler/vendor fee $35 before July 1, but
may be waived if participate in Student Day
Friday. After July 1, sutler fee is $50.
Saturday meal provided with reservations.

Sept. 5-7, 2025 - Jennings Creek Council
Fall Rendezvous, Camp Clay, 9196 Liberty
Union Road, Van Wert, Ohio 45891. Contact
Sharon Curl, lscurl4645@yahoo.com. Pre-
registration appreciated, but not required.
Camp fee $25, which covers two adults and
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Aug. 22-24 - Rendezvous on the
Kankakee, Fort Tassinong, 176 W 1000 S,
Kouts, Indiana 46347. Contact Bill
Ames, billsames.wa@gmail.com, 219-869-
9919. Blanket shoot Saturday ($25 prize).
Primitive and modern camping (no
hookups). Prize for best primitive camp as
voted by participants. Potluck Saturday
evening.

(New dates) Aug. 23-24, 2025 - Old Timey
Days, Williams Park, Gibsonburg, Ohio,
Gibsonburg Historical Society. Contact Jason
Adams via text, 419-575-7496, or
email RogueArtist@gmail.com, Facebook
page. Reenactors, food and craft vendors.
Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.

Aug. 23-24, 2025 - The 60 Years' War for
Ohio: American Revolution, Fort Meigs,
29100 W. River Road, Perrysburg, Ohio.
Contact 419-874-
4121, www.fortmeigs.org/events, Faceboo
k page. Juried event: American Revolution.
Registration required.

(New event) Aug. 23-24, 2025 - Battle for
Billie Creek, 65 S. Billie Creek Road,
Rockville, Indiana 47872. Contact Jason
Buckreis, jrbuckreis@outlook.com (reenact
ors) or Michelle,
BillieCreekVillage@yahoo.com (food
vendors), Facebook page. Mid-18th-century
event featuring demonstrations from period
civilians, military personnel, traders, crafters
and others. Battle demonstration, vendors,
crafts, food expected. Public hours 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.
Admission $10 for ages 11 and older, $7 for
ages 6-10.

Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2025 - Fort Rowdy
Gathering, Covington Community Park, 140
W. Broadway, Covington, Ohio. Contact Kari
Hollis, 937-570-8548,
khollis311@gmail.com, Facebook page.
Rendezvous and community festival along
the Stillwater River, connected by a 209-
foot-long portable footbridge. Free live
entertainment on both sides of the river.
Archery, hawk & knife, atlatl, fire starting,
Highland games. Donations for fundraiser
auction appreciated.

children. Additional adults $10 each. Setup
after 2 p.m. Thursday. School day Friday.
Competitions include rifle, smoothbore,
archery, hawk & knife, Seneca run. Cash
prizes. Junior aggregate. Camp meal
Saturday evening; take along a dessert to
share. Wooded and open camp sites.
Showers. Flush toilets. Fishing and
swimming in the pond. No pets. Open to
public 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
 
Sept. 5-7, 2025 - Perry's Victory and
International Peace Memorial's Historic
Weekend, 93 Delaware Ave., Put-in-
Bay, Ohio. Contact 419-285-
2184, www.nps.gov/pevi/planyourvisit/20
15-historic-weekend.htm, or message
Ranger Bob on the website. Commemorates
the Battle of Lake Erie with ceremony,
parade, historic weapons demonstrations,
trade demonstrations. Reenactors portray
U.S. Army, Navy (Marines), militia, Crown
forces, indigenous forces, camp followers
and traders, all from the War of 1812. Friday
setup. Camp is open and demonstrations on
Saturday and Sunday.

Sept. 12-14, 2025 - Long Run Massacre,  Red
Orchard Park, 704 Kentucky St.
Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065. Hosted by The
Painted Stone Settlers. Contact Kathy
Cummings, 502-228-3746,
kathy.cummings@graphicenterprises.net, 
https://paintedstonesettlers.org/index.ht
ml. Juried Revolutionary War event, 1770-
1785, telling the story of Squire Boone’s
station and an impending Indian attack.
Friday school day. Saturday public day 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Scouts visit Saturday morning to
see the 20 stations from Friday's school day.
2 p.m. reenactment of the 1781 event that
history calls the Long Run Massacre and
Floyd’s Defeat. Saturday night feast. Sunday
church service.

Sept. 13-21, 2025 - NMLRA Fall National
Shoot, National Muzzleloading Rifle
Association, Walter Cline Range, Friendship,
Indiana. Contact 812-667-5131 or 800-745-
1493, www.nmlra.org/2025-
nationalmatches.
 
(canceled for 2025) A River Through
History, Columbia Woods Forest Preserve,
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Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2025 - Greene County Fish
& Game Labor Day Rendezvous, 1538 Union
Road, Xenia, Ohio 45385. Contact Brian
Lavery, 937-241-8327, Facebook page.
Camp fee $20 per family; $15 per single; $10
for walk-in shooter. No extra fee for traders.
Competitions include shoots, archery, hawk
& knife, pastry toss.
 
Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2025 - Fall
Rendezvous, Ball & Arrow Primitive
Weapons Club Inc., 5190 Days Lane NE, New
Philadelphia (Roswell), Ohio 44663. Contact
Jamie Maize, 330-663-8190, or Larry Pringle,
330-432-8244, Facebook page. Period dress
required. Camp fee $25. Additional shooters
$10 each. Walk-ins welcome with $25 per
shooter fee. Rifle woods walk, primitive
archery woods walk, knife & hawk and kids
games. Provide your own drinking water. No
pets.

Willow Springs, Illinois. Contact Monique
Koenigsmark, 708-955-2035, 
monique@ariverthruhistory.com, www.ari
verthruhistory.com.

For an event listing that goes through
August, please visit this blog post.
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