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History, learning and using his gifts
Blacksmith Ramey Israel
Story and photos by Vicki Johnson

Blacksmith Ramey Israel "got bit by the bug" of
reenacting when he was invited to a shoot not long
after moving to Greenville, Ohio, for his work.
"I went on a woods walk," he said. "That's pretty
much how it started. That was in 2008."

Two years later he established Iron Cross Forge as a
business.
"My maternal grandfather and mother were artists
in their own right," Israel said. "The artisan blood
was there so to speak.
"I went full time for a few years," he said, "but I'm
back to doing it part time."
Ramey and his wife, Beth, have been married for 23
years and have two boys in high school – Ty and
Ethan.
"Both of them help when they can," he said.
He and Ty are certified to shoot cannons, and they
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often assist on cannon crews.
Why?
"The big boom," he said. "You're playing with fire.
"But also the historical aspects," he said. "We get a
real bang out it."

After 15 years, Israel said his blacksmithing
knowledge continues to increase and he enjoys
learning more about his craft from fellow
blacksmiths, especially those with many years of
experience.
"My skill set keeps improving," Israel said. "I would
like to go a little bit more into the historical aspect,
recreating original pieces – whether that be
cookware, hardware, things of that nature.
"I would like to continue improving my display and
knowledge base to be as historically accurate as I
can – as time and finances permit."
Today, Israel said his work is about half-and-half
between other reenactors and the public.
"I make and carry things reenactors want and need
but also make things the public wants and needs,"
he said.

In previous years, he said a blacksmith was able to
focus more on making items for other reenactors,
but they must adjust as fewer people get involved.
He said 70% of a friend and mentor's business was
for reenactors, but that market is smaller now.
"So I have to look for what the general public can
use," he said. "(For example) what could somebody
doing an old house restoration use?"
He enjoys that aspect of the work.
"One of the greatest blessings about doing what I
do is being able to bring someone's ideas and
dreams to fruition," he said. "Using God's gifts to
help others."

Fort Rowdy
Gathering
Covington, Ohio
Labor Day weekend

Photos by Vicki Johnson

For more Fort Rowdy
photos, please click here.



Please support our
advertisers!

Elsewhere online ...

Fort Henry Days Takes Ohio Valley
Back to the Frontier … link
 
REV FEST 250 to Bring
Revolutionary War History to Life at
Croton Point Park – Sept. 27–28 …
link
 
Step Into History at “We the
People: A Yorktown Battlefield
Event” … link
 
Volunteers reassemble 1800s cabin
at Macktown Living History Center
… link
 
Commemoration Planned for
Second Anniversary of Hopewell
Ceremonial Earthworks’ World
Heritage Inscription … link



For information about advertising in
this space, please click here

Thank you sponsors!

Kim "Hawk" & Joyce Trytten

Jason Adams

Mary & Darrell Brandenburg

Frank Butwin

Dale Eugene Campalong

Barb Dailey

Bob & Amy Daley

 
Zacatecas sets Guinness record with
world’s largest battle reenactment
… link

Moose in Wyoming
during the Fur Trade?

From the Museum of the Mountain Man,
museumofthemountainman.com

When many think of the animals
that would have graced the
western landscape during the
Rocky Mountain fur trade era
(1820-1840), they may assume that
the animals encountered by
trappers and traders in Wyoming
were pretty much the same as we
have today. However not all iconic
“western” animals were present
during the time of the mountain
man.

That leads to the question: Were
there moose in and around the area
that would become the state of
Wyoming?
Surprisingly, moose were not as
common as they are today in the
American West, especially
Wyoming. While moose in the
21st century are some of the most
favorite and popular of the western
animals, their presence in Wyoming
has not been found in the historical
accounts and narratives from the
early to mid- 1800s. Many of the fur
trader’s journals or letters made
references to the ecology of the
Wyoming mountains, but none of
them mentioned seeing moose.
Furthermore, artist Alfred Jacob
Miller (AJM), known for his
portrayal of common every day
scenes of the fur trade, painted
multiple interactions between the
mountain men and the animals of
the region in 1838. Of those include
hunting buffalo, bears, elk,
antelope, deer, and of course
beaver. However AJM never
sketched or painted a moose. In
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Reenactments –
Rendezvous – Shows

To read a blog post with events through the end of
October, please click here.

Sept. 12-14, 2025 - Long Run Massacre,  Red Orchard
Park, 704 Kentucky St. Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065.
Hosted by The Painted Stone Settlers. Contact Kathy
Cummings, 502-228-3746,
kathy.cummings@graphicenterprises.net,
https://paintedstonesettlers.org/index.html. Juried
Revolutionary War event, 1770-1785, telling the story of
Squire Boone’s station and an impending Indian attack.
Friday school day. Saturday public day 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Scouts visit Saturday morning to see the 20 stations
from Friday's school day. 2 p.m. reenactment of the
1781 event that history calls the Long Run Massacre and
Floyd’s Defeat. Saturday night feast. Sunday church
service.

Sept. 13-21, 2025 - NMLRA Fall National
Shoot, National Muzzleloading Rifle Association, Walter
Cline Range, Friendship, Indiana. Contact 812-667-5131
or 800-745-1493,

addition to this lack of visual
reference, further evidence that
AJM and his employer William
Drummond Stewart were
unfamiliar with moose in the
Wyoming area, can be found in
what Stewart himself called his
“fictitious Auto-biography”
entitled Edward Warren, where he
penned that “Every animal of the
land, except the moose, ranged
around our course, less wild
because less harassed than
elsewhere.” Stewart wrote this
passage when his party was “…
rounding the south eastern
shoulder of the Mountains of the
Winds.” (The Wind River Mountains
are located in Wyoming.)

Earlier in Stewarts book he stated
that when heading to the 1833
Rendezvous on the Green River in
Wyoming that “this was almost the
finest part of the west for every
species of animal the country
affords, excepting the moose deer,
which is to be found no lower down
than the hunting grounds of the
Blackfeet and the Assimboines, on
the far sources of the Missouri.”
Although a fictitious work, Edward
Warren no doubt described in
detail many of the things William
Drummond Stewart saw on his trip
to and through the American West.
For him to make mention that the
moose was an exception to the
animals found in Wyoming is as
thought-provoking as it is
noteworthy.

One instance of moose during the
fur trade was recorded by Warren
Ferris in his journal when traveling
by Clark’s fork river near Deer
Lodge, Montana in the early 1830’s.
His entry states:
 “On the fourth we passed into the
Deer‑house plains, and saw the
trail, and several encampments, of
the Rocky Mountain Fur Co.; but no
game, save one antelope.
On the fifth, we passed twenty five
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(canceled for 2025) A River Through History, Columbia
Woods Forest Preserve, Willow Springs, Illinois. Contact
Monique Koenigsmark, 708-955-2035,
monique@ariverthruhistory.com,
www.ariverthruhistory.com.
 
Sept. 19-21, 2025 - Tiffin-Seneca Heritage
Festival, lower level of Hedges-Boyer Park, Tiffin, Ohio.
Contact www.tiffinfestival.com, Facebook page.
Advanced registration required. School day Friday. No
competitions. Demonstrators encouraged.
 
Sept. 19-21, 2025 - Rendezvous on the
Reserve, Montpelier Historical Society,
Montpelier, Indiana 47359. Contact Bryon Maddox,
765-730-0400, bryon.maddox60@yahoo.com. A fur
trade living history encampment on the Blackford
County Reservation of Myaamia Chief Francois Godfroy.
Mississinewa Confederation Native village, settlers,
traders, trappers, voyageurs. Shoots, archery, hawk &
knife, women's and kids' games. Advanced registration
preferred. School day Friday. Public hours 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday.
 
Sept. 19-21, 2025 - Hill’s Fort Rendezvous,  American
Farm Heritage Museum, Greenville,
Illinois. Contact Kan Gaffney, 217-246-
3891, kencathy22@hotmail.com, Facebook page.
Located at reconstructed 1812 frontier fort off I-70 45
minutes of St Louis. War of 1812, Colonial, fur traders,
buckskinners. Demonstrations, fife & drum, blanket
shoot, blow shoot, candy cannon. Traders welcome.
Food on site. Free admission.

Sept. 20-21, 2025 - Life in Early Ohio,  Fort Meigs, 29100
W. River Road, Perrysburg, Ohio. Contact 419-874-4121,
www.fortmeigs.org/events, Facebook page. Juried
event: Historic skills and trades. Registration required.

Sept. 20-21, 2025 - New Frontiersman Fall Frolic
Campout, Ashland Conservation Farm, Ashland, Ohio.
Contact Dave and Teri Moore, 419-589-4843, or Roy
Howman, 419-961-1620, www.acwcl.org, Facebook
page. Set up Friday.

Sept. 20-21, 2025 - Trail of Courage,  Fulton County
Historical Society, 37 E. 375 N,
Rochester, Indiana 46975. Contact 574-223-4436,
www.fultoncountyhistory.org,
Facebook page. History-related programs on the
Chippeway Village stage and Hillside Amphitheater

mile, west of north, down this
valley. In the mean time, our
hunters killed three grizly bears,
several goats, deer, and two
buffaloes; the latter, however, is
seldom found in this country;
though it abounds in black and
white tailed deer, elk, sheep,
antelopes, and sometimes moose,
and White mountain goats have
been killed here.”
“Sometimes moose” They were
indeed scarce at the time, even
when sighted.

Another reference to moose during
the fur trade was noted by
Alexander Ross. In late October –
early November, 1824, Alexander
Ross and company crossed the
continental divide via Lemhi
Pass. Interestingly, this pass
essentially crosses the Bitterroots
from Montana into Idaho. Lewis
and Clark crossed it on Aug. 12,
1805. Their journal indicates the
pass is about 3 – 4 days travel from
the Dillon, MT area. After spending
much time and ammunition
shooting at geese and ducks, Ross
reports, “We were at the same time
surrounded on all sides by herds of
buffalo, deer, moose and elk, as
well as grouse, pheasant, and
rabbit.”

In the book The History of Wildlife
Management in
Wyoming published in 1987, it
states that:
“Moose and mountain goat were
added to the list of protected
species in 1882. Section 1 of the
game code read: ‘It shall be
unlawful to pursue, hunt or kill any
deer, elk, moose, mountain sheep,
mountain goat, antelope or buffalo
save only from August 1 to
November 15 inclusive in each
year, or kill or capture by means of
any pit, pitfall or trap any of the
above named animals.’ Moose
were evidently extremely scarce in
the area Wyoming now



stage, muzzleloading shoots, authenticity competitions
for camps, booths and participant clothing,
demonstrations of traditional crafts and skills, Indian
and pioneer dancing, canoe rides. Public hours 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. Admission
$10 adults, $5 kids ages 6-11. Proceeds go to operate
the museum.
 
Sept. 20-21, 2025 - Siege of Fort Boonesborough,  4375
Boonesborough Road, Richmond, Kentucky 40475.
Contact 859-527-3131,
www.fortboonesboroughlivinghistory.org/html/_even
t_schedule.html, Facebook page. Portrays 18th-century
life in Kentucky. Battle reenactments at 2 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. No school day this year.

Sept. 20-21, 2025 - Michigan Antique Arms Collectors
Inc., Madison Place Events Center, 876 Horace Brown
Drive, Madison Heights, Michigan 48071. Contact Greg
Zemsta, 248-556-6590, mauserman98@hotmail.com,
www.michiganantiquearms.com. Guns and
accoutrements,
Native artifacts, knives, relics and similar items. Open 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday.
Members admitted at 8 a.m. Admission fee $8.

Sept. 26-28, 2025 - Luckey Fall Festival
Rendezvous, between Krotzer Avenue (SR 582) and
Gilbert Road on Adams Street, Luckey, Ohio. Contact
Sue Brinker, thunderlodge@yahoo.com. Camp in
conjunction with Luckey Fall Festival,
https://luckeyfallfestival.com.

Sept. 26-Oct. 4 - 2025 - NRLHF Eastern Primitive
Rendezvous, grounds of the Independent Mountain
Men of PA, 420 Squaw Valley Road,
Parker, Pennsylvania 16049. Contact George Fischer,
301-582-2904, 240-707-7544, www.nrlhf.org, or
message Facebook page. Pre-registration fees are $60
per adult for NMLRA members; $70 for non-members.
Early setup Wednesday and Thursday. Children ages 17
and younger are free. No pets.

encompasses. Osborn Russell was a
good observer and made an
attempt to describe every species
of big game and large predators
that he observed. Russell spent a
lot of time between 1834 and 1843
in the area where moose are now
found in abundance but he did not
mention them in his journals.”

The number of moose must have
grown, although not by much, in
Wyoming between the time of the
fur trade and 1882 to be put on the
list of animals hunted.
The History of Wildlife
Management in Wyoming goes on
to say that “It is also possible that
some of the early explorers saw
moose but called them elk after the
European fashion.”
We know that Alfred Jacob Miller
did not follow this fashion as his
multiple paintings depicting an Elk
hunt were indeed actual elk. Below
is an example of this as well as an
image of a moose to show that they
are in fact two different animals.
(Sorry Europe)
Today, moose are prominent in
Wyoming. An animal that surely the
mountain men would have enjoyed
at the time.
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