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Reenactor Spotlight:
Jeff and Shelly Gier

By Vicki Johnson
Editor

Researching and crafting historically-
accurate leather-covered wooden boxes is
the latest creative pursuit for Jeff and Shelly
Gier, owners of J and S Gier, Artificers.

"Artificer" is defined as "skilled or artistic
worker or craftsman," and that certainly
describes Shelly's creations of leather bags
and similar leather artwork as well as Jeff's
artistry with powder horns and similar
items.

Although they generally pursue their crafts

Shelly and Jeff Gier pose in their home near
Jeromesville, Ohio, with one of their
newest projects, a historical hide-covered
box.
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Read more about the Giers on the blog

Handles are made by blacksmith Jamie Gier,
Jeff's brother, and they've learned new
processes needed to complete the boxes.

"But it's exciting to know we're making
something that not many people are
making," they said. "It's been fun to see the
reaction on people's faces."

Last weekend, Jeff was honored to be
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separately, making the decorative and
functional boxes requires them to work
together.

"We did a really deep dive into these hide-
covered boxes," Jeff said. "It's been really
interesting."

They found some examples in antique shops
that were in bad shape, which allowed them
to see how boxes were made behind the
leather covering.

Using correct and specific materials right
down to the handmade square nails, the
Giers are joining their talents to make
historically-correct boxes of their own in a
time-consuming process.

"We have to pass the box back and forth to
get all the steps completed," Jeff said. "Each
one is custom made."

They make two boxes at a time and it takes
them each a week of work.

recognized for his work during the annual
Honorable Company of Horners show. In
February, he earned the status of
journeyman.

At the show, he entered three powder
horns and a rum horn in the organization's
competition and won, taking blue ribbons in
the categories of traditional engraved
powder horn, undecorated powder horn
and horn item. In addition, his unengraved
horn won best of show.

The Horners Guild show is one of several
juried shows the Giers attend each year.

"We do a lot more market fairs and that
type of thing," Jeff said.

"But we still love to go to rendezvous and
hang out and shoot," Shelly said.

(Please click here to continue reading.)
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Kalamazoo Living History Show is this weekend

Kalamazoo Living History Show opens its doors for
its 49th show this weekend, March 15-16, at the
Kalamazoo County Expo Center, Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

The show will be open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $S9 per person
each day. Or a two-day pass is $13.

Rick and Leslie Conwell are serving as hosts for

their final year. They are retiring and passing on
ownership of the show on to Ethan and Paisley

Yazel.

The show is the largest in the Midwest, and
features three rooms full of pre-1890 original and
reproductions, living history supplies,



accoutrements, artwork and demonstrations. In
addition, the show offers speakers and seminars.
This year's theme is "By Foot, Horse, Boat, and
Wagon - Journeys in the American West."

Contact kalamazoolivinghistoryshow@ gmail.com.

See more events on the lists below. If you have
information on other indoor or outdoor events,
please email Vicki@ ReenactorChronicles.com.

Leslie Martin Conwell, who operates the
Kalamazoo Living History Show with
her husband, Rick, and a group of
volunteers, poses at the 2024 show.

Photo by Vicki Johnson
Iron Cross Forge J and S Gier, Seneca Muzzleloaders
Ramey Israel, Blacksmith Artificers Spring Rendezvous
Top Quality Iron Wares for Finest Goods June 6-8
Camp and Home from Leather and Horn Beside the Sandusky River,
AEO. www.jandsgier.com Tiffin, Ohio
.937 459 ?328 937-441-2426 Rob Gerding
www.ironcrossiorge.com 937-441-5454 419-341-8657,

Greenville, Ohio JandSGier@gmail.com robbob@hush.com
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Old Town Trade Fair celebrates 25th anniversary

H& B Forge was one of a room full of traders who helped Tim and Sharon Milligan
celebrate the 25th annual Old Town Trade Fair March 1-2 in Xenia, Ohio. Longtime
event coordinators, the Milligans are retiring and passing the leadership to someone

new. They said the show will return next year.

See more photos of the Old Town Trade Fair here

Reenactments — Rendezvous —
Shows

March 15-16, 2025 - Kalamazoo Living
History Show, Kalamazoo County Expo
Center, Kalamazoo, Michigan. Sponsored by
Yankee Doodle Muzzle Loaders Inc. Contact
Leslie Martin Conwell, Facebook page, 765-
563-6792, kalamazoolivinghistory

show@ gmail.com,
www.KalamazooShow.com. Open 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission $9 one day or $13 for weekend
pass.

April 5-6, 2025 - Association of Ohio Long
Rifle Collectors 50th Anniversary Show,
Lafayette Hotel, 101 Front St., Marietta,
Ohio. Contact Mark Herman,

papamh44@ gmail.com, Facebook page.
Ohio-made rifles and related items,
Kentucky rifles, accoutrements of the 18th
and 19th centuries. Leatherworking and

History-Related Events

Editor's note: These are events
and classes that might be of
interest to reenactors, but are not
reenactments. These are mostly in
Ohio because I'm familiar with
Ohio. But please feel free to email
events from museums, forts,
living history villages, or any
other history-related event
pertaining to the 1700-1840 time
periods. Before you attend these
events, please double-check times
and dates.

March 13 and other dates -
Tapping into History: Maple
sugaring process, from tapping
trees and gathering sap to boiling
it down into syrup and sugar,
Great Council State Park, Xenia,
Ohio, link.
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engraving demonstrations. Tables are $25
for members and S30 for non-members.
Public admission S5 for ages 12 and older.
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-2
p.m. Sunday.

April 5-6, 2025 - Fort de Chartres Colonial
Market Faire, Les Amis du Fort de Chartres,
Prairie du Rocher, Illinois 62277. Contact
Jason Duensing,

lesamisdufortdechartres@ gmail.com,
www.fortdechartres.us. Juried event:
1750-1790. Pre-registration and jury
applications required. Public hours 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday.

April 10-13, 2025 - School of the
Longhunter, Prickett's Fort, Fairmont, West
Virginia, 26554. Contact 304-363-3030 or
register at www.pricketts fort.org
[register.html. Space is limited and
registration is required. Fee is $45 for
members/S55 for non-members.

April 19-20, 2025 - Michigan Antique Arms
Collectors Inc., Madison Place Events
Center, Madison Heights, Michigan 48071.
Contact Greg Zemsta, 248-556-6590,
mauserman98@ hotmail.com,
www.michiganantiquearms.com. Open 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday. Members admitted at 8 a.m.
Admission $8.

April 23-27, 2025 - Amarugia Spring
Rendezvous, London Mills, Illinois 61544.
Contact Larry Schatz, 309-370-1174,
larryws@ frontiernet.net, Facebook page.
Pre-1830 event on private property. Period
dress Friday-Sunday. Bow shoot, hawk &
knife.

April 25-26, 2025 - Grassy Run Heritage
Rendezvous, Grassy Run Historical Arts
Committee, Cook Log Cabin Heritage
Center, Goshen, Ohio 45122. 1760-1840
event. Contact booshway 513-520-2882,

grassyrun@ gmail.com, Facebook page.
Friday school day. Saturday public day.

April 25-27, 2025 - Spring Thaw
Rendezvous, Ball & Arrow Primitive
Weapons Club, New Philadelphia, Ohio.
Contact Duane Winkler, 330-343-4880 or

March 13 and other dates -
History of Old Chillicothe: Three
tumultuous years that shaped
Shawnee history on the banks of
the Little Miami River such as the
death of Cornstalk, capture of
Daniel Boone, and Clark's 1780
campaign, Great Council State
Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.

March 14 and other dates - Pelts
to Patterns: Clothing of Shawnee
People in the 18th Century, Great
Council State Park, Xenia, Ohio,
link.

March 15 and other dates -
Trading Post: 18th-Century fur
trade, Great Council State Park,
Xenia, Ohio, link.

March 15 and other dates - The
Hidden Thread: Textile traditions
of the Eastern Woodlands, Great
Council State Park, Xenia, Ohio,
link.

March 22 and other dates - The
Hidden Thread: Hands-on
demonstration of traditional
textile practices that transform
natural fibers into beautiful and
functional items, Great Council
State Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.

March 29 - Trail Block Quilt Class,
Sauder Village, Archbold, Ohio,
(advanced beginner), 9:30-3:30,
S50, register, link.

April 1 - Sock Knitting Class,
Sauder Village, Archbold, Ohio, 9
a.m.-noon, register, link.

April 4 - Signature Scented Soaps
Class, Sauder Village, Archbold,
Ohio, 10 a.m.-noon, register, link.

April 4 and other dates - Flint to
Flame: Evolution of fire-starting

techniques, Great Council State

Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
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winky4@ roadrunner.com, Facebook page.
Camp fee $25. Public day is 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday. Provide your own drinking water.

April 25-27, 2025 - Stump Bluff Militia
Spring Rendezvous, Edmondton, Kentucky
42129. Contact Ronnie Gentry, 270-670-
6104, Facebook page. 1790-1840 event.
Early setup April 23-24. Camp fee $15 per
person; free for ages 17 and younger. Shoot
fee $15, plus $25 blanket prize. Saturday
evening potluck; meat provided. Open to
public until 7 p.m. Pets must be on leash.

April 25-27, 2025 - Phil Cravener Memorial
Spring Campout, Old Westmoreland Rifles,
Derry, Pennsylvania 15671. Contact Darryl
Myers, 724-522-1729; John Kaminsky, 724-
887-7265; or Duane King, 724-850-7305,
www.oldwestmoreland rifles.com
/schedules.html. Shoots and other
competitions. Modern and primitive
camping. Take your own water. No trader
fee.

April 26-27, 2025 - Ashville Ohio
Reenactment Timeline/Grove of Heroes,
Ashville, Ohio 43103. Contact Roger
Bechtel, 614-214-0827,

vikingfestival@ gmail.com, Facebook page.
In conjunction with Ashville Viking Festival
and includes all eras. Encampment is
adjacent to the Saxon Market shopping,
food and entertainment.

April 26-27, 2025 - Buck Creek
Muzzleloaders Spring Rendezvous, Linton,
Indiana. Contact Facebook page.

April 26-27, 2025 - Bridgeton Rendezvous,
Downtown Bridgeton, Indiana 47836.
Sponsored by Bridgeton Covered Bridge
Association. Contact

bton1878hse@ aol.com, 765-548-2093,
bridgetonindiana.com, Facebook page.
Early setup Wednesday or Thursday.
Reenactment 1750-1840. Shoots and other
competitions. No camp fee.

April 26-27, 2025 - Spring Rendezvous,
Patoka Valley Long Rifles, Winslow, Indiana
47598. Contact pvlr.info@ gmail.com,
Facebook page.

April 4-5 - Beginning Coopering:
Making a Wood Bucket, Sauder
Village, Archbold, Ohio, 9-5 both
days, register, link.

April 5 and other dates -
Thoughts On a New Year:
Renewal and transition
conversation about Shawnee life
in the 18th century, Great Council
State Park, Xenia, link.

April 5 - Hiking into History, John
Bryan State Park, 3790 SR 370,
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387,
Wingo Parking Lot, 2-3 p.m.

April 7 - International Beaver Day

April 8 - Basic Knitting Class,
Sauder Village, Archbold, Ohio, 9-
noon, register, link.

April 8 - Learning the Drop
Spindle & Plying Yarn Class,
Sauder Village, Archbold, Ohio, 1-
4 p.m., register, link.

April 10 and other dates - Besides
the Revolution: Campaigns of the
late 18th century that targeted
Native nations across the Ohio
Valley and beyond, Great Council
State Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.

April 12 - 18th Century Game
Night, Old Fort Niagara, Fort
Niagara Officers Club, period
games, refreshments and
libations. Link, 7-9 p.m.

April 19 - Fort Niagara in the
American Revolution, Old Fort
Niagara marks the 250th
anniversary of the battles of
Lexington and Concord and the
beginning of the American
Revolution, 2-3:30 p.m.

April 26 - School of the Soldier,
Fort Meigs, Perrysburg, Ohio,
admission fee, link.

April 26 - Fort Meigs After Dark
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April 26-27, 2025 - Redbud Trail
Rendezvous, Fulton County Historical
Society, 37 E. 375 N, Rochester, Indiana
46975. Contact 574-223-4436,
www.fultoncountyhistory.org/ redbud-
trail-rendezvous, Facebook page. Public
hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sunday. Admission $3 for ages 12
and older. Proceeds go to operate the
museum. No pets.

For more details on these events and
information on more upcoming events,
please click here.

Lantern Tour, Perrysburg, Ohio,
admission fee, link.

April 26 - America 250 Hike at
Desonier, Desonier State Nature
Preserve, Coolville, Ohio, link, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Three-mile exploration
of the park to learn about the life
of the surveyors who explored the
land in the late 1700s to early
1800s. Moderate-difficult hike.

Thank you to our sponsors!

Glenn Davis
Kim "Hawk" & Joyce Trytten

There's room for your name here! If you would like to be a sponsor for $10 (for the rest
of 2025), please click here for more information.

Visit our website to subscribe to the newsletter, www.ReenactorChronicles.com

Did you find this email informative? 5 = "great" and 1 = "needs work."
(Ideas are welcome.)
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