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Reenactors Jacob Oehler, Joe Barnhart and Zoey Barnhart man a cannon last weekend during the
Siege at Fort Randolph, Point Pleasant, WV. Photo by Deb Cassady.

Fort Randolph survives another siege in West Virginia

Compiled by Vicki Johnson
from the website,
https://fortrandolph.weebly.com
 
Reenactors at Fort Randolph in Point
Pleasant, WV, spent last Saturday afternoon
manning the cannons and attacking the fort
– depending on which side they were
portraying. The fort conducts the
reenactment each year in honor of its
history.
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Native interpretor Randy Bales tries a sneak
attack during the Siege at Fort Randolph.
Photo by Deb Cassady.

Seth Argabright and Bob Oehler portray
Captain Arbuckle and Captain McKee, who
were in charge of Fort Randolph during the
late 1770s. Photo by Deb Cassady.

According to the fort's website, the original
fort was built in 1776 at the confluence of
Great Kanawha and Ohio eivers. Under
orders from Gen. Edward Hand, Capt.
Matthew Arbuckle erected the stockade
with block-houses and cabins. It was named
Fort Randolph after Continental
Congressman Peyton Randolph and housed
about 100 men.
 
The fort was commanded by Arbuckle
throughout 1777, and then by Captain
William McKee with a body of state troops
early in 1778 until all troops left in early
1779. By midsummer, the fort no longer
existed. Col. William Crawford, stationed at
Pittsburg, wrote General Washington on
July 12, 1779, to report that "as soon as Fort
Randolph was evacuated, the Indians burnt
it."
 
Although only briefly in existence as an
early American fort outpost, Fort Randolph
played a key role in preventing an Indian
alliance with the British during the early
days of the American Revolution.
 
Also, in November 1777, Chief Cornstalk of
the Shawnee tribe, was murdered at the
fort along with his son Elinipsico and other
Shawnees by an angry mob. A few months
later more than 200 Shawnee, Wyandotte
and Mingo warriors attacked and laid siege
to Fort Randolph in retaliation for Chief
Cornstalk’s death.
 
Today's fort in a replica, which was rebuilt
about a mile from the fort’s original location
as a commemorative project partially
funded by the American Revolution
Bicentennial Administration in 1974. Like
the original structure, the fort features a
complete stockade with multiple buildings.
 
Fort Randolph hosts several events each
year to provide visitors the opportunity to
experience West Virginia’s 18th-century
past. Visitors can see the fort and enjoy the
grounds on weekends throughout the
summer months through self-guided or
interpretive tours. Hours are 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend, plus
Fridays in June and July. Admission is free,



The two sides meet.
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America 250-Ohio launches
statewide effort to document
Rev War veterans' graves

A statewide effort is underway to locate, verify and
document the final resting places of Revolutionary War
veterans buried in Ohio.
 
An estimated 7,000 such graves are believed to exist
statewide, and the public is invited to help identify,
photograph and record the sites in a publicly-accessible
database.
 
The beginning of the project was announced Tuesday
(link) by America 250-Ohio, the state commission
responsible for spearheading Ohio’s celebrations and
commemorations relating to America’s 250th
anniversary.
 
“We suspect that few Ohioans are aware of how many
Revolutionary War veterans settled in the state after
the war ended,” Todd Kleismit, executive director of
America 250-Ohio, said in a news release. “Creating
this database will help crystalize this connection and
enhance our understanding of just how important Ohio
was to the establishment of the United States.”
 
Led by the Ohio History Connection and its State
Historic Preservation Office with support from its
partner firm Terracon Consultants Inc., the project uses
a new online portal and the mobile app Survey123.
Historians, genealogists, local historical societies,
students, scouting groups, and descendants are
encouraged to contribute.
 
The use of Survey123 forms allows the crowdsourcing
of cemetery data including photos, GPS location, and
other data.

https://america250-ohio.org/2025/05/rev-war-grave-project-press-release/
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“The beauty of this approach is that it empowers
anyone who owns a smartphone to contribute
meaningful data to the project,” said Joseph Snider,
archaeological geophysicist at Terracon.
 
Ohio is the final resting place for a large number of
Revolutionary War veterans because much of the land
that became Ohio was granted to veterans as payment
for their military service, leading many to settle in Ohio
or sell their land to westward-moving pioneers, the
release said.
 
“These are the very first veterans of the United States
of America,” said Krista Horrocks, historian and
cemetery preservationist with the Ohio History
Connection. “This project is about reclaiming those
stories and ensuring the stories of these Ohioans who
directly contributed to the founding of our country are
remembered for generations to come.”
 
Sons of the American Revolution and Daughters of the
American Revolution have gathered information to help
identify roughly 6,800 veterans buried in Ohio. By
creating a public map and archive with detailed GPS
data, photographs and historical records, the project
hopes to empower communities to protect and
preserve these burial sites.
 
Horrocks notes that many graves have been lost to
time, deterioration, or development — and stresses the
urgency of documenting them now. “Gravestones
won’t survive forever,” Horrocks said. “But if we can
document their location and story today, that
information will outlive all of us.”
 
The public can visit ohiohistory.org/revwargraves to
learn more, access the submission portal, and get
involved.
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Photos from NRLHF's Corps of Discovery event
​in McDonald, PA, May 14-18.

Paul Godby (right) takes part in a fire-starting competition during NRLHF's annual Corps
of Discovery event in McDonald, PA. Godby won the competition, directed by Thomas
Norton-Smith (left).

Find more information about and register for NRLHF events at www.nrlhf.org

Photos by Vicki Johnson

 

Jill Ricetti makes a basket during a
seminar at NRLHF Corps of Discovery.

Camp participants enjoyed a delicious
potluck dinner on Saturday night at
"Corps."

For more photos from this event, please
click here.
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Reenactments – Rendezvous – Shows

May 21-28, 2025 - Original New England
Primitive Rendezvous, Fort at Number 4,
Charlestown, New Hampshire.
Contact originalnepra@gmail.com, George
Gagnon, 603-689-5326, Kim Brooks, 860-
917-1987, 603-356-5692, Facebook page.
Early setup Wednesday for pre-paid
contributors 8 a.m.-8 p.m. without dress
code or time limit. Rendezvous rules take
effect Thursday morning. Early setup
Thursday for pre-paid participants 7 a.m.-8
p.m. Registration at the gate starts at 8 a.m.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Visitor days 10
a.m.-4 p.m. May 24-25. No additional fee for
traders or food vendors.

May 22-26, 2025 - Celtic Heritage Festival,
Johnston Farm, 9845 N. Hardin Road,
Piqua, Ohio. Contact Gerry Bender,
 gbender56@hotmail.com, 937-541-
6167, Facebook page. Pre-registration
deadline is May 1. Traders and trade
blankets welcome. Camps and clothing must
remain pre-1840 period correct at all times.
Celtic music. Highland games.

May 22-26, 2025 - Blue Ridge Rifles
Memorial Day Rendezvous and
Shoot, Schuylkill Haven, PA. Contact
BRRifles@gmail.com, Facebook page. Gate
opens at noon Thursday and camps must be
removed from grounds by 3 p.m. Monday.
Camp fee $20 per person ages 18 and older;
ages 17 and younger free with an adult.
Primitive and modern camping (no
hookups). No sutlers fee, but prize
donations are appreciated. Black powder
matches, archery, hawk & knife. Use of a
firearm with instruction available for novice
shooters. Visitors welcome at camp, but no
visitor pets, for $5 per person ages 18 and
older, or $20 per vehicle.

May 23-25, 2025 - Feast of the Flowering
Moon, Yoctangee Park, Chillicothe, Ohio.
Visit feastofthefloweringmoon.org or
Facebook page for registration information.
Contact Gerry Palmer, 740-804-
8353, gerpalm60@gmail.com; or Ross-
Chillicothe Convention & Visitors Bureau,
740-702-7677, 

For the entire list of events,
click here.

May 30-June 1, 2025 - Spring Beaver
Rendezvous, Killumbuck Longrifles, 11035
TR 54, Killbuck, Ohio. Contact Angie Frantz,
330-294-7211, or Don Helman, 567-203-
2149, Facebook page. Camp fee of $25
includes one person for all competitions
and medallion. Trail walk, paper shoots,
hawk & knife, archery, primitive target
raffle. Fee is $10 for each additional
competitor ages 16 and older and $5 for
ages 15 and younger. Public hours 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday. Visitors not in primitive dress
must leave by 5 p.m. Ice available.

(Date change) May 31-June 1, 2025 - Living
History Days, Crawford Park District, Lowe
Volk Park, 2401 SR 598, Crestline, Ohio.
Contact Julie Rossington, 
Rossingtonjulie65@gmail.com, 419-569-
4454, Facebook page. Juried event focusing
on the capture and death of Col. William
Crawford in June 1782 on the grounds
where it happened. Artisan area, food
vendor, continental breakfasts and potluck
Saturday night for participants. Native,
Patriot and British forces welcome. Jury
forms available on FB page, Living History
Days at Lowe Volk Park. Public days 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Free admission.

May 31-June 1, 2025 - Revolution on The
Tuscarawas, Fort Laurens Museum, 11067
Fort Laurens Rd NW Bolivar, Ohio 44612.
Contact 330-874-2059, 
fortlaurens@gmail.com,
www.fortlaurensmuseum.org, Facebook
page. Juried event: Revolutionary War with
the Brigade of the American Revolution.
Includes 18th-century demonstrations,
music, artillery, cooking, medicine, British
and American soldiers. Admission $10; free
for children ages 12 and younger. Proceeds
go toward preservation and educational
efforts of Fort Laurens. Open to public 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday.
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info@feastofthefloweringmoon.org. Native
American festival in downtown Chillicothe
with mountain man encampment. Festival
atmosphere with Native American music
and dancing, crafters, exhibitors, working
craftsmen and demonstrations,
entertainment. Setup Thursday.
 
May 23-26, 2025 - Sons of Liberty Spring
Rendezvous, Canters Cave 4-H Camp, 1362
Caves Road, Jackson, Ohio. Contact Norman
Garringer, 740-773-3891, 
normanga@roadrunner.com,
Facebook page. Pre-1840 rendezvous with
black powder shoot, hawk and knife and
primitive archery competitions. Potluck
dinner Saturday night for paid campers only.
Friendly event and newbies welcome.
 
May 23-26, 2025 - Mad River
Muzzleloaders Spring Rendezvous, in
conjunction with Logan Hills Festival, Hall-
Fawcett Park, 4595 CR 153, Zanesfield, Ohio.
Contact Facebook page. Includes annual
Taloga Outdoor Drama, which depicts local
history. Set up Thursday and Friday. Early
setup available. Camp fee. Vendor fee.
Lizard pull, archery, hawk & knife. Festival
also includes Logan Hills Native Woodland
Gathering pow wow.

May 23-26, 2025 - Appalachian Rangers
Rendezvous, 1999 Lamberts Run Road,
Clarksburg, West Virginia 26301. Contact
Ron Shuster, 304-624-8891,
 ronshuster925@gmail.com, Facebook
page. Pre-registration requested by May 12.
Camp fee $15 per person ages 16 and older;
$18 at the gate. Ages 15 and younger free.
No sutler fees; prize donations welcome.
Early setup Thursday. Rendezvous rules in
place at 8 a.m. Friday. Walk-in shooters $15
and blanket prize, and must be dressed in
primitive garb. Woodswalk blanket shoot,
hawk & knife, archery. Dessert contest
before the Saturday pitch-in meal. Women's
and kids games. Open to visitors 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday.

May 24-25, 2025 - First Siege 1813,  Fort
Meigs, 29100 W. River Road,
Perrysburg, Ohio. Contact 419-874-
4121, www.fortmeigs.org/events, 
Facebook page. Juried event: War of 1812.

June 6-8, 2025 - Seneca Muzzleloaders
Spring Rendezvous, Sandusky River Coon
Hunters grounds, 7575 TR 131,
Tiffin, Ohio 44883. Contact Rob Gerding,
419-341-8657, robbob@hush.com, 
Facebook page. Black powder shoots,
archery, hawk and knife. Saturday evening
potluck. Camp fee $25. Setup after 10 a.m.
Thursday and all day Friday.

June 7-8, 2025 - Ohio Valley Frontier
Days, Historic Fort Steuben, 120 S. Third St.,
Steubenville, Ohio 43952. Contact 740-283-
1787, info@oldfortsteuben.com, 
Facebook page. In the reconstructed 18th-
century fort built on its original site
overlooking the Ohio River, reenactors,
demonstrators, musicians, storytellers,
artists and crafters portray life in 1787.
Soldiers shooting and daily life
demonstrations, surveyors replicate their
tools and techniques for surveying the Ohio
frontier. Buildings are open for tours.
Blacksmith, candle maker, flintknapper and
others who demonstrate early-American
skills. Live entertainment from Ohio artists,
including Steve Free.
 
June 7-8, 2025 - Siege of Ft. Wayne –
1812, Old Fort Wayne, 1201 Spy Run Ave.,
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Contact 260-437-
2836, Facebook page. Juried; reenactor,
sutler, demonstrator applications at
oldfortwayne.org/get-involved/reenactor-
registration. In fall 1812, Native Americans
and British allies had captured all the other
American forts in the Old Northwest
Territory. Now it was Fort Wayne’s turn.
Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.

June 7-8, 2025 - Fort de Chartres
Rendezvous, Prairie du
Rocher, Illinois 62277. Hosted by Les
Coureurs des Bois de Fort de Chartres and
sponsored by Les Amis du Fort de Chartres.
Contact Fort de Chartes, 618-284-
7230, ftdchart@htc.net, www.fortdechartr
es.us, Facebook page. Flintlock shooting
competitions, military and militia, dancing,
music, food, kids' games of the 18th
century. Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.
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Registration required.

May 24-25, 2025 - Spirit of Vincennes
Rendezvous, George Rogers Clark National
Historical Park, 401 S. 2nd St.,
Vincennes, Indiana 47591.
For reenactor information,
visit www.spiritofvincennes.org/participant
-information, 800-886-6443, Facebook
page. 18th-century event with juried
merchants and craftsmen. Period music on
stage, craftsmen, food. Battle reenactments
at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday and noon and
3:30 p.m. Sunday. Public hours 9 a.m.-6
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
Public admission $10 adults and $2 children
6-12; two-day pass $12.

May 29-June 6, 2025 - Pre-1840
Encampment at Burr Oak, Burr Oak State
Park Campground, Glouster, Ohio 45732.
Contact Roy Unger, 740-803-5030, or Mim
Truex, 740-246-5831, Facebook page. Pre-
registration preferred, but not absolutely
necessary. Get registration mailer by calling
Roy Unger. Activities include black powder
shooting, archery, tomahawk and knife
throwing, cooking contest, auction, pastry
toss and children and adult games.
 

June 7-8, 2025 - 250th Anniversary of the
Founding of Fort Boonesborough, to take
place near the original fort site on the
Kentucky River. Reenactor guidelines and
registration at www.fortboonesborough
livinghistory.org/250.html. Contact Fort
Boonesborough Foundation, 4375
Boonesborough Road,
Richmond, Kentucky 40475, 859-527-3131
Ext. 6. Daily portrayals of "firsts."
Demonstrations, authors, book signings,
speakers, vendors, music. ​

For an event listing that goes through June,
please visit this blog post.
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