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Conwells passing
leadership roles to
a new generation

By Vicki Johnson
Editor
 
As Rick and Leslie Martin Conwell move
into retirement and pass on their
leadership roles to a younger
generation, they're ready for a new
stage of their life together.
"We've been really, really blessed,"
Leslie said. "The best part is seeing it
come full circle."
Leslie said she's been involved in living
history events for 50 years.
She was 14 when her mother started
working for the Tippecanoe County
Historical Association, and staff
members recognized and nurtured
Leslie's interest and talent.
"At a critical point in my life, adults paid
attention to me," she said. "Feast
participants mentored me."
Leslie said she and Rick have been able
to return that favor and pass along their
knowledge to the next generation.
"It makes me super proud to see those
young people step into leadership roles,"
she said. "How exciting is it to have
watched them grow and know that they
will go farther than you did. I don't know
of a better thing than that.
"You give them a little bit of a gentle
push on the journey," she said. "And
then you hand them the oars and off

Above, Rick and Leslie lead participants at the Feast
of the Hunter's Moon.

Below, Leslie and Rick share a moment.

"It’s a wonderful relationship," Leslie said. "We're
here to support them until they're ready to begin
2026."
The Conwells started running the Kalamazoo show
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they go."
The latest example of their mentoring
has been moving through the last phases
of their leadership role at Kalamazoo
Living History Show, Kalamazoo, Mich.,
which takes place each March. They will
officially turn over show operations to a
new generation at the end of the year,
but new owners Ethan and Paisley Yazel
will be handling the paperwork this fall
for the 2026 show while Rick and Leslie
act as "resource people" as needed.
 

in 2007.
"Doing the Kalamazoo show together has been a
highlight of our relationship," Rick said. "It's been a
great thing for us personally and professionally,
and has been enjoyable work."
"It's not just a job. Vendors depend on us," Leslie
said. "We work hard because (the show) can vastly
affect people's income. We just have always taken
that very seriously."

Read the rest of the story on the blog

Photos from the Old Virginia Primitive Riflemen
Spring Rendezvous

Friends (from left) Rita Simmerman, Mike Scott, Holly Blankemeyer, Ken Everetts and Mark
Waite look at something interesting as they enjoy an afternoon around the fire at OVPR Spring
Rendezvous, Surry, Virginia.

https://www.reenactorchronicles.com/post/conwells-passing-leadership-roles-to-a-new-generation


Ladies (from left) Linda McNew, Chriss Lawrence, Susan Martin and Barbie Dawn Anderson
Wright enjoy one another's company in the Spider Web Inn during the ladies social.

Photos by Vicki Johnson

See more OVPR photos here

 

Featured event:

Lady Brandeberry's Ball,
BG, Ohio, May 3

Lady Brandeberry's Ball, a free
Regency Era-themed ball (circa.
1800-1820), is scheduled for 6-8
p.m. May 3 under tent cover on the
grounds of the Wood County
Museum, Bowling Green, Ohio.

In its second year, the ball takes
place in conjunction with the living
history timeline (1700-1865), Early
Ohio on the Portage May 3-4.
Music is provided by the Root
Cellar String Band.

Intended to be fun event for all
ages, Regency/Bridgerton-style
attire, or formal attire, is
encouraged but not required. A
dancing partner is not required; nor

Dancers enjoy the first Lady Brandeberry's Ball in May 2024
at the Wood County Museum, Bowling Green, Ohio. The
ball was moved indoors last year, but this year will be
outdoors under a large tent. (Photo by Vicki Johnson.)

The museum appreciates RSVPs for the ball here.

Reenactors and vendors can register to participate in
the timeline event here.

The event is sponsored by Wood County Museum and

https://www.facebook.com/groups/116598488453502/user/737642548/?__cft__[0]=AZWyMJF52kGKfPIOR1MQakJUWlYtX5vx5H1sAU05RDWhx_3zXrByUQDUtqA-m8uVE0O_mU1tPfT0XXjfuMnIUJX5GNAvIVFRZvIDu669UksZ_TBWDwVK2xfKUrgcT7gXXwzqdKWzlou_V11huoGfu3_p&__tn__=R]-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116598488453502/user/1460861950/?__cft__[0]=AZWyMJF52kGKfPIOR1MQakJUWlYtX5vx5H1sAU05RDWhx_3zXrByUQDUtqA-m8uVE0O_mU1tPfT0XXjfuMnIUJX5GNAvIVFRZvIDu669UksZ_TBWDwVK2xfKUrgcT7gXXwzqdKWzlou_V11huoGfu3_p&__tn__=R]-R
https://www.reenactorchronicles.com/portfolio-collections/my-portfolio/old-virginia-primitive-riflemen-ovpr-spring-2025
https://woodcountyhistory.org/event/lady-brandeberrys-ball/
https://woodcountyhistory.org/event/early-ohio-on-the-portage2025/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Root-Cellar-String-Band/100063535719666/
https://woodcountyhistory.org/event/lady-brandeberrys-ball/
https://woodcountyhistory.org/event/early-ohio-on-the-portage2025/


is previous dancing experience.
Free dance lessons will start at 3
p.m.

Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor  with support from
Visit BG Ohio.

More events at Woodville,

Pricketts Fort, Fort Meigs ...

and others

Editor's note: These are events and
classes that might be of interest to
reenactors, but are not reenactments.
Please feel free to email information
about events from museums, forts, living
history villages, or any other history-
related event pertaining to the 1700-1840
time periods. Before you attend these
events, please double-check times and
dates by visiting the related website.

April 9 and other dates - History of Old
Chillicothe: Three tumultuous years that
shaped Shawnee history on the banks of
the Little Miami River such as the death of
Cornstalk, capture of Daniel Boone, and
Clark's 1780 campaign, Great Council State
Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
 
April 10 and other dates - Pelts to
Patterns: Clothing of Shawnee People in
the 18th Century, Great Council State
Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
 
April 10 and other dates - Besides the
Revolution: Campaigns of the late 18th
century that targeted Native nations
across the Ohio Valley and beyond, Great
Council State Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
 
April 11 and other dates - The Hidden
Thread: Hands-on demonstration of
traditional textile practices that transform
natural fibers into beautiful and functional
items, Great Council State Park, Xenia,
Ohio, link.
 
April 11 and other dates - Flint to Flame:
Evolution of fire-starting techniques, Great
Council State Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
 
April 12 and other dates - Thoughts On a
New Year: Renewal and transition

April 12 - 18th Century Game Night, Old
Fort Niagara, Fort Niagara Officers Club,
period games, refreshments and libations.
Link, 7-9 p.m.

April 19 - Fort Niagara in the American
Revolution, Old Fort Niagara marks the
250th anniversary of the battles of
Lexington and Concord and the beginning
of the American Revolution, 2-3:30 p.m.

April 21 - Opening Day at Pricketts Fort,
Fairmont, WV, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., link.

April 26 - School of the Soldier,  Fort
Meigs, Perrysburg, Ohio, admission fee,
link. 

April 26 - Fort Meigs After Dark Lantern
Tour, Perrysburg, Ohio, admission fee,
link. 

April 26 - America 250 Hike at Desonier,
Desonier State Nature Preserve, Coolville,
Ohio, link, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Three-mile
exploration of the park to learn about the
life of the surveyors who explored the
land in the late 1700s to early 1800s.
Moderate-difficult hike.
 
April 26 - 7th MI Spring Ball (formerly 7th
MI Harvest Ball), Wagner Ballroom,
Marshall, MI, an original ballroom in use
from 1870-1910. Facebook page. Tickets:
$40.
 
April 27 - 250th Lecture Series  with John
B. Weaver, “Continental Rifles in the
American Revolution,” 2 p.m., Pricketts
Fort, Fairmont, WV, link.
 
May 10 - Annual Mother's Day Tea  -
Reservations Required, Woodville National
Historic Landmark, Bridgeville, PA, noon-4
p.m., link.
 
May 11 - 250th Lecture Series with
Professor J. Tomlin, “The American
Revolution on the Frontier,” 2 p.m.,
Pricketts Fort, Fairmont, WV, link.
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conversation about Shawnee life in the
18th century, Great Council State Park,
Xenia, Ohio, link.
 
April 12 and other dates - Tapping into
History: Maple sugaring process, from
tapping trees and gathering sap to boiling
it down into syrup and sugar, Great
Council State Park, Xenia, Ohio, link.
 

 
May 18 - Wayne's Legion Drill Day,
Woodville National Historic Landmark,
Bridgeville, PA, noon-4 p.m., link.

For more information on events, visit the
listed links.

Email your events

Please support our advertisers!

Seneca Muzzleloaders
Spring Rendezvous

​June 6-8
Beside the Sandusky River,

Tiffin, Ohio
Rob Gerding

419-341-8657,
robbob@hush.com

Iron Cross Forge
Ramey Israel, Blacksmith
Top Quality Iron Wares for

Camp and Home
937-459-0328

www.ironcrossforge.com
Greenville, Ohio 

J and S Gier,
Artificers

Finest Goods
from Leather and Horn
www.jandsgier.com

937-441-2426
​937-441-5454

JandSGier@gmail.com

For advertising information, click here or email
Vicki@ReenactorChronicles.com.

Business card ads will be available soon!

 

Reenactments –
Rendezvous – Shows

April 10-13, 2025 - School of the
Longhunter, Prickett's Fort, Fairmont,
West Virginia, 26554. Contact 304-363-
3030 or register at www.pricketts
fort.org /register.html. Space is
limited and registration is required.
Fee is $45 for members/$55 for non-
members.
 
April 19-20, 2025 - Michigan Antique
Arms Collectors Inc., Madison Place
Events Center, Madison Heights,
Michigan 48071. Contact Greg Zemsta,
248-556-6590,
mauserman98@hotmail.com,
www.michiganantiquearms.com.
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. Members

From Around the
Internet

The Revolution comes to life April 11-
12. Link to rrspin.com.

Newport Historical Society Leads 250th
Celebration. Link to Newport.
 
The 250th anniversary of the Battle of
Bunker Hill to be reenacted 25 miles
away. Link to TV News 10, Boston.
 
Special Living History Event Featuring
the 1st Rhode Island Regiment. Link to
National Park Service.

Time travel and history collide in ‘The
Towpath’: Talk of the Towns. Link to
Cleveland.com.
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admitted at 8 a.m. Admission $8.
 
April 23-27, 2025 - Amarugia Spring
Rendezvous, London Mills, Illinois
61544. Contact Larry Schatz, 309-370-
1174, larryws@frontiernet.net,
Facebook page. Pre-1830 event on
private property. Period dress Friday-
Sunday. Bow shoot, hawk & knife.
 
April 25-26, 2025 - Grassy Run
Heritage Rendezvous, Grassy Run
Historical Arts Committee, Cook Log
Cabin Heritage Center, Goshen, Ohio
45122. 1760-1840 event. Contact
booshway 513-520-2882,
grassyrun@gmail.com, Facebook page.
Friday school day. Saturday public day.
 
April 25-27, 2025 - Spring Thaw
Rendezvous, Ball & Arrow Primitive
Weapons Club, New Philadelphia,
Ohio. Contact Duane Winkler, 330-343-
4880 or winky4@roadrunner.com,
Facebook page. Camp fee $25. Public
day is 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. Provide
your own drinking water.
 
April 25-27, 2025 - Stump Bluff Militia
Spring Rendezvous, Edmondton,
Kentucky 42129. Contact Ronnie
Gentry, 270-670-6104, Facebook page.
1790-1840 event. Early setup April 23-
24. Camp fee $15 per person; free for
ages 17 and younger. Shoot fee $15,
plus $25 blanket prize. Saturday
evening potluck; meat provided. Open
to public until 7 p.m. Pets must be on
leash.
 
April 25-27, 2025 - Phil Cravener
Memorial Spring Campout, Old
Westmoreland Rifles, Derry,
Pennsylvania 15671. Contact Darryl
Myers, 724-522-1729; John Kaminsky,
724-887-7265; or Duane King, 724-
850-7305, www.oldwestmoreland
rifles.com /schedules.html. Shoots
and other competitions. Modern and
primitive camping. Take your own
water. No trader fee. 
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Ashville Ohio
Reenactment Timeline/Grove of

Exploring the 1837 map Michigan Map
"Acting Superintendency of Michigan."
Link to Thumbwind.
 
Found in Ohio announces new
YouTube series: Artifact Adventures.
Link to Richland Source.
 
‘Tapping Into History’ at Great Council
describes Shawnee ties to maple
tapping. Link to 91.3 wyso.
 
Take a look: Akron commemorates
200-year history with new museum.
Link to Ideastream Public Media.
 
Groups fight to preserve future of
Michigan’s indigenous wild rice. Link to
Great Lakes Now.
 
Prehistoric animal tusk found in Athens
County. Link to Athens County
Independent.
 
Inside Beaver Head Lighthouse's
(Almost) Made-for-TV Renovations.
Link to Northern Express.
 

Thank you to our

sponsors!

Glenn Davis

Andy & Kathy Huey

Ozzie & Bernice LaFleur

Kim "Hawk" & Joyce Trytten

There's room for your name here! If
you would like to be a sponsor for
$10 or more (for the rest of 2025),

please click here for more
information.
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Heroes, Ashville, Ohio 43103. Contact
Roger Bechtel, 614-214-0827,
vikingfestival@gmail.com, Facebook
page. In conjunction with Ashville
Viking Festival and includes all eras.
Encampment is adjacent to the Saxon
Market shopping, food and
entertainment.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Buck Creek
Muzzleloaders Spring Rendezvous,
Linton, Indiana. Contact Facebook
page.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Bridgeton
Rendezvous, Downtown Bridgeton,
Indiana 47836. Sponsored by Bridgeton
Covered Bridge Association. Contact
bton1878hse@aol.com, 765-548-2093,
bridgetonindiana.com, Facebook page.
Early setup Wednesday or Thursday.
Reenactment 1750-1840. Shoots and
other competitions. No camp fee.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Spring Rendezvous,
Patoka Valley Long Rifles, Winslow,
Indiana 47598. Contact
pvlr.info@gmail.com, Facebook page.
 
April 26-27, 2025 - Redbud Trail
Rendezvous, Fulton County Historical
Society, 37 E. 375 N, Rochester,
Indiana 46975. Contact 574-223-4436,
www.fultoncountyhistory.org/
redbud-trail-rendezvous, Facebook
page. Public hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission $3 for ages 12 and older.
Proceeds go to operate the museum.
No pets.

For an event listing that goes through
May, please visit this blog post.

For more details on these events and
information on more upcoming events,
please click here.
 

News & Notes

• Frank Koehler writes from Illinois:
Settled by French Canadians in the
1830s, the Village of Bourbonnais,
Kankakee County, Illinois, is celebrating
its 150th birthday this year.

As part of the yearlong celebration, the
village is planning a French Heritage
Weekend on Sept. 27-28. Activities
include presentations by Marquette
and Jolliet, performances by La
Compagnie Musical Dance Troupe, a
Fife and Drum Corps, and other
activities.

We are also organizing a reenactor
encampment and looking to attract
craftsmen, voyageurs, storytellers, and
other individuals. I can be reached at
815-592-5979 and
fjkoehler1952@gmail.com.

• If you have ideas related to
reenactors doing interesting work, or if
run an event that has changes this year
or a big anniversary, or if you have
history-related topics you would like to
read about, please email me
at Vicki@ReenactorChronicles.com.

• If you are interested in writing
articles or blog posts or becoming a
photographer for the newsletter,
please contact me. I'm seeking regular
contributors and guest writers who
would like to share their knowledge
and be the eyes and ears of Reenactor
Chronicles at events.

• This free newsletter is supported
by advertisements, sponsorships and
donations. Click to find out more.

• Feel free to forward this free
newsletter to other reenactors,
historians or living history enthusiasts
who might be interested in reading it.
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